














THE

GOLD-HEADED CANE.

/LONDON::
JOUN MURKNY, ALBEM;\R.LE-STREET.

Mnecexxvrr,



LONDON::
PRINTIN BY THOMAS DAVISONNW HITEFRIARS.



to
THE HONOURABLE LADY HALFORD,
TH® VOLUME
IS DEDIGATED,

SENTIMENTS OF THE GREATEST RESPECT AND ESTEEM,

MOST TALTHEUL SERVANT,

THE EDITOR.






NOTICE BY TH2 EDITOR.

A storr time before the opening of the
New College of Pity.s:icz'an.s', Mrs. Baillie
presented to tlm.t. learntd body a Gold-
Headed Cane, which had been successivelys
camed by Dr.s' Radcliffe, Mead, Askew,
‘Pttcmrn and her own lamented husband. -

The arms of these celebrated® Physiciuns
are engraved on the head Yf the Cape, and :
they form the Vignettes of the five Chapters
intomwhich this Yittle Volume is divided.

The drawings from which the wood-cuts
were made are by Mr. Brooke.
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RADCLIFFR.

CHAPTER L

.

Waorn Twas deposited in a corner* closet
of the Library, o1z the 24th of June, 1823,
the *ay before the opening of the New
College of Phyicians, with the obscrvation
that T was no longer to be carried about,
but to be kept amongs. the reliques of that
learned body, it was impossible to avoid
sccretly lamenting the obscurity which was,
henceforth to b wy lot. Formerly the-
entrée of palaces had heen open to me ;'
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I had been freely admitted into the houses
of the great and the rich; but now I was
doomed to darkncqs, and condemned to
occupy the cornef of a library—spacious
and splendid, it must be allowed, but where
I was surrounded by nothing but the musty
thanuscripts of defunct doctors.  The
gloom, however, of' my present abode was
enlivened on the following day by my over-
hearing the eiegant oratton of the Presi-
dent of the College; :md an occasional
glance I had of scarlet dreqqg@. recalled the
decorum and propriety of the days of yore,
when, on-eall’ solemn occasions of public
mecting, the Fellows appeared habited in
the dobtors’ robes of theix respective upi-
versities. 1 had passed ‘through so many
crudite hands, and had beer present at so
many grave congultations,. that the lan-
guage of the oration was familiar to me,
and I could casily® eollect, from certain
allusions in the specch, that princes of the
blood, the legislators of the land, the nobles
and learned of England; f'grmed a consider-
able pottion of the audience. "’he topics
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upon which the accomplished orator touch-
ed were various and interesting ; but I lis-
tened with increased attention when I heard
him speak of the donation of the Radcliffe
Trustces*,and every fibre thrilled within me
at the consciousness of the heartfelt delight
with which my first kind and gencrous mas-
ter would have grasped e, could he have
forescen the liberal spjrit of. the future
guardians of his princely foztupc.

The low murmur of applause which ac-
companied the commemoration of the in-
tegrity and houest simplicity of character
of the last physician, whose haiid I had
graced, checked as it was by the reflection,
that he was now, alas! no more, marked
alike the eloquence of the orator, and the
godd taste d feeling of his audience.
But the speech was too soon finished, and
the guests slowly retired from the Library.
I was once more Icit to silence and soli-
tude ; never, perhaps, to see the light of

* £2000 towards the building of the New College
of Physici..ns. )

B Q



4 RADCLIFFE. [cnap. 1.
¢

day, unless when my closet was occasion-
ally unlocked, that I might be shown as
a curiosity to somc idle and casual visitor.
I had, however, been closely. connected
with medigine for a century and a half;
and might consequently, without vanity,
160k upon myself as the depositary of many
important sccrets, it which the dignity of
the profession was,nearly concerned. 1 re-
solved, therefote, to empl'oy my leisure in
'recordmg the most striking scenes I had
witnessed. The Doctors hag indeed re-
sumed their robes ; bu# it Was too much to*
expect that they would again carry the
cane, and adopt the use of the full-bottomed
wig ; tlfough I have not the least doubt that
the honour of physic, and*perhaps the wel-
fare of mankind, would be greatly promoted
by so praiseworthy a practice.

These Memoirs are the fruit of my re-
tirement ; and shouldsthe reader feel any
disposition to authenticafe my narrative
by reference to tife records Qf the different
perlods it omblaces I #el no fear for the
result oféhis investigation : since iflthe writ-
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ten documents be correct, they must agree
with my story

Of my early state and separate condition
I have nosrecollection” whateve1 ; /md it
may reasonably enough be suppo’sed that
it was not till after the acquisition of my
head that I became conscious of existencd,
and capable of observation. But F shall
never forget the first comsultation at which
I was present; Where cvefy othing being
strange to me, I was attentive to the most
minute circymstances, which then came

*recommended fo nfy notice as well by the
importance and dignity of theepatient, as
by the novelty of the, scewe. As in these
cenferences thece is usually much® matter
of routine, I becAme afterwards more care-

“Toss ; and asenone of the responsibility of
the advice giben rested with me, I allowed
my thoughtb to w ande .

It was in the amtumn of 1689. My
master, Dr. R.zhchﬂe had just then re-
turned from a distant jodrney in the couy-
try, and was much Wtigued, when an urgent
meaaage'redchul him at his houscsin Bow-
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street, Covent Garden. Snatching me up,
he hurried into his carriage, and sgt off
with all speed for Kcnsington House. This
irregtedar edlﬁcc, which had recently been
purchascas by the crown, of the second
LEarl of Nottingham, had undergone several
alterations, and received some additions
hastily put together for the immediate acy
commodation of the coirt. The cdifice
} itself was net &xtensive, having rather the
appearance of the neat villa of a nobleman
than that of a royal mansion ; »and the gar-
dens were upon a smalf scile, but kept in’
the ncatesttpossible order. From the town
of Kensington, the approach was by a dou-
ble row' of large elm trees, leading to the
north entrance of the house, through an un-
enclosed field, which was at shat time dis-
figured by a gravel-pit. Herd, however, af-
terwards, the skill of the famous gardeners
of the day, London and Wise, was employ-
cd; and the cut yew and vaucgatcd holly
hedges were taugth to imitate the lines, an-
«rlcs, bastmns, scarps, arfd counter scarps, of
A regular for tification. "This curiotis upper
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garden, known by the name of the Siege of
Troy, was Y(')ng the admiration of every
lover of that kind of trim horticultural
embellishnrent *. .
We were ushered through a #aite of se-
veral rooms, plainly but handsomely fur-
nished, by Simon de Brienne ; and ‘it
sscemed to me that the Doctor assumed
a more lofty air,' and walked with a firmer
step, and I was ‘conscious df a gentle pres-_
sure of his hand, as he stopped and gazed
tor a moment on the likeness of the
* Founder of thé Cdllege of Physicians, Dr.
Linacre, painted by Holbein,> which was
hanging’ in one of the roems, amongst the
soyal portraits of the Ilenrys, and several
_other of the kmgs and Queens of England
.md Scotland.
On enteritg the sick shamber, which was
a small cabinet in the south-gast angle of
the building, called the Writing Closet, a
person of a gra%e and solemn aspect, appa-
: .

* All this has now s disappeared ; the ground b:ing
enclosetl gbout forty years ago, and uonvertcd into pas-
sture land,
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rently about forty years of age, of a thin
and weak body, brown hair, and of mjddle
stature, was seen .slttmg in an arm-chair,
and bwathmg w1th great difficulty. The
naturally Yerious character of the King (for
it was His Majesty William the Third) was
réndered more melancholy by the distress-
ingsyneptoms of an asthma, the consequence.
. of the dregs of the smalil-pox, that had
fallen on his Jutgs. In the absence of the
*fit, and at other times, ljs sparkling cyes,
large and clevated forehead, and aquiline
nose, gave a dignity té hi$ countenance, *
which, though usually grave and phlegma-
tic, was said in the day of battle to be sus-
ceptible‘of the most animated expressiom
“ Doctor,” said the King, ¢ Bentmck * aml
Zulestein T have been urgent mth me that
I should again send for you; and though
I have great,confidence in my twe body-
physicians here, yet I have heard so much
of your great skill, that I ‘desire you will
copfer with Bidloo%nd Laurence, whether
' “

I [ 4
4 Earl of¢Portland. | Earl of Ro!:hford.
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some other plan might not be adopted.
They have plicd me so much with aperi-
tives to open my stqmach, that I am
greatly reduiced : my conglition is, Pthink,
ha7ardous, unless you try other mea-
sures.’

The King scldom spoke so long dt “
<ime, his wnvenatlon being usually re-
markably dry angl repulshve and here His
Majesty’s speecll was mtcrmpted by a
deep cough, and he sunk back in his chair
exhausted. =< May it please Your Ma-
:iesty,’ said Dr Radcliffe, « I must be
plain with you, Sir: your casé is one of
danger, no doubt, but.if you will adhere to
wy prescriptions, I will engage to do you
Jwopd.  The rhé'um is dripping on your
lungs, and vnll be of fatal consequencc to
you, unless it be otherwise diverted.”
Upon thjs Dr. Bidloq, who, theugh expcxt
in the knowledge ®f some branches of
physic, was not always happy or quick in
his con)ectureg, was about to reply. There
was sogrething liké *an insinuagion of maly

praxis in’ the last observation ; ald being
.
L]
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somewhat of an irascible temper, the
Dutchman, anxious perhaps to return to
his duties of professor of anatomy and sur-
gery at-Leyden, .was indifferent"about giv-
ing offenc® to his royal master. But the
Iging, in a calm and sullen manner, imposed
silence, and intimated to the physicians to
withdfaw and consult upon the treatment
of his malady. The consultation was short,
.and the rg:salt' was, that some medicines
should be tried that might, have the effect of
promoting the flow of saliva, This treatment
fully succeeded, for thé King was so com-
pletely resfored, that a few months after-
wards he foughtethe battle of the Boyne.
Before we left the palace, Ty master
waited upon Her Majesty the Quecn :
and as it was well known that Mary grew
weary of any body who would not talk a
great deal while her sister the, Princess
Anne of Denmark wés sg. silent that she
rarcly spoke more than was necessary to
HISWET a question'ﬁ, our audience was not
soon over. It was said by the enemies of
the Quéen, that ‘whatever good ‘qualities
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she had to n}ake her popular, it was but too
cvident, by many instances, that she wanted
bowels; but on the present occasion the
accusation avas quite untrue, for on ge sub-
ject of the King’s indispositica, nothing
could exceed her anxiety, and it was im-
possible for the physician to answer Her
«Majesty’s innumerable inquiries. * What
was the nature ¢f his cemplaint? the pro-
bable issue? héw long a %time would be,
required to complete his recovery, so that,
in the present critical state of affairs,
* His Majesty might®be cnabled to return to
the management of public business, and
take the field against his enemies? In fact,
the Queerr asked questions which 1 soon
fognd, by a verylittle experience, that the
conjectural mature of the art of medicine
would not always allow to be answered
with precision. The person of, the Queen
was majestic, dnd calculated to inspire re-
spect ; and het conversation (when not
under the mﬂ,uence of sfich feelings as noav
.lgltatgd her) indicated a fine and cultivated
undustandmg for she h.td read *much in
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history and divinity. Her qubty stu-
dies were, however, ¢ven now begmnmg to
be interrupted by a course of humours that

was foxing in her eyes, and which com-
pelled he to employ her time in another
manner. But she was cver active ; and so
il'ldilstinlls, that she wrought many hours
a day herself, with her ladies and maids of
honour working akout her, while one read
to themall. « *

Our interview with the Queen took place
in a small apartment, alterwards known by
the name of the Patcu-work Closet, the
sides of which were hung with tapestry,
the work of her own hands; as were also
the coverings of the chairs withe which the
room was furnished. As *l shall not have
occasion again to speak of the Queen, it
may here be mentioned that,tive years af-
terwards, this incomparable Princess fell a
victim to the small-pex; and though my
master was blamed by his 'énemics, as hav-
ing caused her death, cither, by his negli-
gence or unsl\dtulncse, *yet he himself al-
ways mantained that he was called too
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late, and that no remedies that could then
be tricd had 'the Icast chance of doing her
good. On this delicate Pomt, any evidence
which I could advance wou]d be l;g’a,el\'c(l
with suspicion ; and it remains only to ob-
serve, that on this melancholy occasion
King William exhibited feelings which nb
wne had previously given him credit for.
A great politicidn andesoldier, who had
been immersed ‘in dangers *and calamities
from his infancy, he was possessed of
boundless ambition, which he concealed
funder a cold ektertor, never allowing his
speech to betray the wishes of his heart.
But durilg the last sickness of the Queen,
His Majesty was in an agony that amazed
every one about Ais person, fainting often,
"and bre cakings out into most violent lament-
ations. Wheéh he heard sof her death, he
was much affected, l)urst into, tears, and
for some weeks after was not capable of
minding businesy or of seeing company.
Whilst the nation was grieving for the low
of the Queen, an ‘@vent took place in our
dome%tlc establishment, which con‘ndmablv
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ruffled my master’s temper, and interrupted,
for a short space, the usual gaiéty of his lifc.
Though it could not be said that our house
was ewer a melanc‘holy one (in truth, we
were l‘:&bat home, the Doctor living much
in society, whither I accompanied him to
thverns and clubs, where the choicest spirits
were wont to assemble), yet still the home,
of a bachelor is ogcasionaily but a dull and
stupid residence. The frlends of Radcliffe
were therefore always urging him to look
out for a wife, and he at length listened to
their advice. One wlto was so gencral «
favourite in socicty, and, besides, who was
known to be so. well to pass in the world
(for at that time he was werth, =t the lcast,
£30,000, and daily adding to his Wea]th),
had no great difficulty in meeting with an
object upon whom to place his affections.
A young lady, the daughter of a wealthy
citizen, whosc name I forbear to’ mention,
in consideration of the awkward disclosure
which ultimately ook place,, soon attracted
his attention, She wa$*an only chlld not
more than twentv-four years of age, ¥and w1th
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a tolerable share of personal charms: the
parents readlly assented to the proposal, and
the terms of the marriage were soon agreed
upon ; the lady was to havg £15,000,d0wn,
and the residue of the citizen’s escate at his
decease. The visits of my master into the
city were numerons, but he took me with
4im once or twice only.” To tell the truth,
I felt myself, on tl'lesc oceasions, quite mis-
placed ; not that T was at all inaccustomed
to female society—-quite the reverse; but
then the convgrsations, with which I was
familiar, were altogether so different. Here
were none of the ordinary questfons about
health, thd last night’s repose, the s1tuat10n
of pain, the.long.detail of complamts, the
vapours, the low muttering with the wait-
ing-woman aside; and at last, when the
hurry and agitition occasisned by the doc-
tor’s arrival had subsided, the .sagacious
feeling of the pulse. - To all this T was
daily habituated ; but, in the new scene to
which I was nqw introdu’ced I was con-*
scious of making ari *awkward appearance, ,
and was gfd to be left at home. Matters,
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however, scemed to proceed Jprosperously,
and every thing promised a consummation
of my master’s happiness; when, one
cvening, he retyrned late to his home, ob-
viously much discomposed. He was no
gooncr alone in his chamber, than he gave
vent to his chagrin. <« Good God'!” said
he, as he paced up and down the room
« what a discovery! Well! hanging and
marrying certainly go by destiny ; and if
I had been guilty of ,the last, 1 should
scarcely have cscaped thee first.  What
would my acquaintante have said? Ant
my neighl‘)our, Sir Godfrey, how would he
have trinmphed! He was sarcastic enough
the other day about that confounded gar-
den-door*—here there Would have been
no bounds to his mirth; I should have
been the laughmg-stock of all who know

me.

¥ The story, to which allusion seems here to be
sinade, is thus related.in the life of Radcliffe.

« Tt will not be much auf of the way, to insert a
diverting passage between Sir Godfrey [Kreller, the
King’s chief painter, and the doctor, since it hap-
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« Mrs. Mary is a very deserving gentle-
woman, no doubt; but her father must

pened near this time; and though not altogether so
advantageous o the doctor’s memory as the gene-
rality of his sarcastical replies, yet will be of use to
bring in a very happy turn of wit from him that speaks
inrejoindre to it. The doctor’s dwelling-house, as "hats
been said before, was in Bow-street, Covent Garden,
Svhercunto belonged ¢ very convenient garden, that
was contiguous to another, ot the back of it, apper-
taining to Sir Godfrey, which was ext!'cmely curious
and inviting, from the, many exotic plants, and the
variety of flowers and greens, which it abounded
yith. Now, as on!: wal divided both inclosures,
and the doctor had some reason, from his intimacy
with the knight, to think he would not give a denial
to any reasonable request, so he*took the freedom,
whgn he was «ne day in company with the latter,
after extolling his finefparterres and choice collection
of Terbs, flowers, &c¢. to desire the liberty of having
a door made, for afree intercourse with both gardens,
but in such a manner as should not be inconvenient
to either famjly.

““ Sir Godfrey, who was and is a gentleman of extra-
ordinary courtesy and humanity, very readily gave his
consent ; but the doctor’s servapts, instead of beingg
strict observers of the teggs of agreement,’made such
a havocke agrongst his hortulanary cunos:pes, thate
Sir, Godfrey was out of all p'ltxence. and found him-

¢
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pardon me if I think her by no means fit to
be my wife, since she is or ou'ght to be an-
other man’s alrcady !” Thesc and other si-
milar expr ewons escaped him, as he conti-
nued to walk to and fro, apparently in the

self obliged, in a very b;coming manner, to advertise
their master of it, with his desires to him, to admonisp
them for the forbearance of such insolencies ; yet not-
withstanding ghis complaint, the grievance continued
unredressed ; so that the person aggrieved found him-
self under a nccessity of letting him that ought to
make things easy know, by onc of’his servants, tlnt
he should be obliged to brick up the door, in case of
his complainiis proving ineffectual. To this the Doctor,
who was very oftep in a cholerick temper, and from
the success of his practice imagined every one under
an obligation of bearing with him, returned answ er,

¢ That Sir Godfrey might do even what he plegged
with the door, so that he did not paint it:" alluding to
his employment, inewhich none wis a more exquisite
master. IIeyeupon a toot,m.m, after some hesitation in
the delivery of his messag'c, and several commands from
his master, to give it him word for word, told him as
above. ‘Did my véry good friend, Dr. Radcliffe, say
‘so?’ cried Sir Godfrey: ‘ go you back to him, and,

after presenting my service “to him, tell him, that I can
take any'thing from himbut physic.’ ”—( The hc Ebrror.)
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highest degrec of excitement. At length
he sat down to his table and wrote a letter
to Mr. 5—d, declining the honour of be-
coming his son-in-law, and stating his rea-
sons in full for so sudden a change of reso-
lution. The effects of this disappointment
were visible for some time, but he ulti-
natcly recovered his spirits, returned to his
former aversion 1o matrimony, and resumed
his usual habits &f conviviafity and inde-
pendence.

His practice, increased, and there were
few families of any nbte that had not some
time or other recourse to his skfll and ad-
vice. I btgan now to comsider how his
superiority ever his rivals was to be ex-
plaiped, whence afose the great confidence
reposed in hine by his patients ; to what, in
fine, his eminent success was to be attri-
buted. It was clear, his erudition had no-
thing to do with it; but though there was
something rude in the manner in which he
frequently disparaged the pfactice of others,
yet it coyld not be dénied that his general |

goqd sense *and practical knowledge “of the
e
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world distinguished him from all his com-
petitors. He was remarkable for his apt
and witty replies, and always ready in sug-
gesting expedrents ; though, jto be sure,
some of them were homely enough, and
occasionally sufficiently ludicrous, and such
‘as I never witnessed with the grave and
more polished doctors into whose hands J
afterwards passed.  He ‘was once sent for
into the country, to visitta gentleman ill of
a quinsey. Finding that no external nor
internal application would bg of service, he
desired the lady of the house to ordera
hasty-pudding to be made: when it was
done, his own servants were to bring it up,
and while the pudding was preparing,, he
gave them his private \nstructions. In a
short time it was set on the table, in full
view of the patient. ¢ Come, Jack and
Dick,” said Radcliffe, < eat as quickly as
possible; you have had no breakfast this
morning.” Both began with thcir spoons,
« but on Jack’s dipping onge only for Dick’s
, twice, a quarrel arose. Spoonﬁlls of hot
puddmg were discharged on both sides, and
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at last, handfuls were pelted at each other.
The patient was seized with a hearty fit of
laughter, the quinsey burst and discharged
its contents, and my maste¥ soon completed
the cure.

So much for his humour ; but it was the
confident tone in which) he frequently pre-
“llicted the issue of diseases, a quality which
he possessed in an cmifient degree, and
often cxercised with great siccess, that
chiefly gave a dectded advantage to Rad-
cliffe over hid pivals in practice. I will
rclate one of these occasions, :;vhich was
very strikipg. Being sent for once, to attend
the Duke of Beaufort at Badmintop, who
wis very ill, thé.Doctor, instead of com-
plying with the tequest, told the gentle-
man who brq'ught the message, * There
was no manner of necesSity for his pre-
sence, sinee the Duke *his master® died such
an hour the day before:” which the mes-
senger on his return foung to be true.

By the judiefous, exercise of shis fore<
sight aspRysician acquires thesgreatest re-
putation, and when his ,p}'ognosis is the
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result of mature experience, he is entitled
to be bold. Besides, the fears, the doubts,
and anxiety of the friends of the sick ought
to be taken intovaccount : they*have a right
to the consolation of certainty; and the
doctor ought not to be over-scrupulous of
his reputation, nor, entrench himself too
much in the security of an ambiguous reply:
His duties dematd discretion and huma-
nity: in circumstances of danger, he is
called upon to give to the friends of the
paticnt timely notice of itsvapproach ; to
the sick, he should be'the minister of hédpe
and comfort, that by such cordials he may
raise the droopfing spirit and smooth the
bed of death. -t '
The health of King William continued
tolerably good till after hi§ return from
abroad in 1697, ‘on the ratification of the
cclebrated* treaty of Ryswick, .when my
master was again sent for to visit his royal
patient. After rather jocoscly illustrating
‘His Majesty’s utllauon by an allusion to
one of ZEsop’s fables, which the Fir g (ple-
viously 1o our argival) was reading, in Sir
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Roger L’Estrange’s translation, 1 was ra.
ther startled at the blunt manner in which
Radcliffe told his patiegt, that he must not
be buoyed *up with hopes that his malady
would soon be driven away. * Your juices
are all vitiated, your whole mass of bloogl
corrupted, and the nutriment for the most
“part turned to water: but,” added the
Doctor, «if Your Majesty will forbear mak-
ing long visits to the Earl of Bradford,
(where, to tell thetruth, the King was wont
to drink very hard,) T'll engage to make
you live three or four ycars longer, but
beyond that time no physic ¢an protract
Your Ma.Jesty existence.” I trempbled at
the bold aitd fcumhar tone assumed by my
master, as wel] as at the positive prognosis
which he veg}ured to give; but his predic-
tion was verified by tlfe sequel. King
William died in 1702. The jear before
this cvent, Dr. Bidloo had accompanied
His Majesty to Holland, where his trcat-
ment of his reyal p.atienl': at that.time, and
for somq, months before his dcath, was a
subject of animadvgrsiqn with the other
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doctors attached to the court. In addition
to many other infirmities under which the
King laboured, he was troubled with boils
that formed in different parts of his body ;
and for these Bidloo directed that his feet
and legs should be rubbed night and morn-
g, with flannel covered with powder of
crabs’-eyes, flour, and curr;min-seed. As tor
diet, the Doctor twas exceedingly indulg-
ent, allowing His Majesty to drink cider,
ale —in short, all sorts of strong beer ; and
to take crude aliments before-going to bed.
It was in vain that Doctors 6| utton, Mllhnm
ton, Blakenlore and Laurcnce, remonstrated
On the King’s veturn to Hampton Court,
the dxopslcal swelling of the inferior extre-
mities extended upwards, Yor which Bidloo
prescribed a vapour-bath, and inclosed the
legs of the patient in a wooden box con-
structed for that purpose. In a copstitution
so weak, which this treatment was reported
to have still more debilitated, an accident
was likely to prove fatal. On the 27th of
February, 1702-3, while hunting, fhe King
fell from his hor‘se, and broke his right
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clavicle near the acromion. This occurred
in the neighbourhood of Hampton Court;
but the French surgeon Ronjat was at hand,
and soon reduccd the fracture. But when
he wanted to blced His Majesty, a new ob-
stacle arose, for it was necessary not only,
to have the sanction of some one of the

=court physicians, but also the authority of
the privy councils for tlfe puformam,c of
that operation.

Notwithstanding the nccessity and ad-
vantage of reat, the King persisted in his
wish to return to Kensmgton, where he ar-
rived between nine and ten o’clock in the
cvening : fiere a discussiod arose bgtween
Bidloo and the Sargeon as to whether there
hact recally been,any fracture or not. Ron-
jat stoutly majntained the affirmative; the
Dutch Doctor as stoutly denied it. This
point was,, however, at length setfled, when
a new difference of opinion occurred as to
the mode of applying the,bandages. Bid-,

~loo wished himself fo apply them; but the’
Surgeon spid no, ¢ You are here ejther in®
the character of a physicign or in that of a
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surgeon: if the former, you have nothing
to do with bandages; if the latter, c’est moi
qui suis le premicrrchirurgien du Roi.”

After the dcath of the King,’a paper war
took place, and the various arguments and
statements advanced by each party were
frequently mentioned in societies where I
was present ; for luckily my master had ne
share in these disputes. +On the one hand
Bidloo put forth a pamphict *, published at
Leyden, written in Low Dutch, in order,
as his enemies said, that fewe might read it
in this country ; the yozu after, M. Romat
entered the field in a French reply t, pub-
lished,in ILondon, by Henry Ribottcau,
Bookseller in the Strand, over-against Bed-
ford’s Buildings.

Of the public and privat¢ character of
King William, a"prince so celebrated in the
history of ‘that period, it would be presump-

* Verhaal der Laatste Ziekte en het overlijden, van
«Willem de Derde, &t. &c., in Leide, 1702.

t Lettre de M. Ronjat, Pxemier Chirurgien de feu
"Sa Majesté Britannique Guillaume IIIf; ‘ccrite de
Londres a un Medecin de ses Amis en Hollande, «
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tion in me to speak. No one can deny that
by bis talents as a negotiator in the cabinet,
he saved his own country from ruin, re-
stored the liberties of England, and pre-
served the independence of Kurope. His
great object in accepting the crown of thig
country was to engage, her more deeply in
" the concerns of the Continent, and thus en-
able him to gmu{fy his arhbition, the scope
of which had always been ‘to’humble the
I'rench. When he found, however, the
year after his-aig: 1val in England, that the
spirit of party ran so hlgh here as to thwart
all his mcasures, he resolved to quit the
country dltogether, go over ‘to Iollapd, and
leave the gover m‘ncnt in the Queen’s hands.
And yet it is smgulal that William was na-
turally of so gpld and reserved a disposition,
that Her Majesty knew nothing of this im-
portant determination,’ in which $he was so
nearly concerned, till she heard it from Bi-
shop Burnet. It was sa}d also, that the
~King, though Me occasionally put on some
appearange of appli’catimI, was averse froms
business of all sort, and that it was to avoid
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company and occupation that he betook
himself to a perpetual course of hunting.
Of his own persongl safety he was very re-
gardless, and peshaps his belief"of predesti-
nation made him more adventurous than
was necessary. ‘The most striking feature
of his character was, however, as has been
mentioned before, the grayity of his deport-"
ment ; and Burnet used to relate, that on
the most critical occasion 'of his life, on his
landing at Torbay, in 16&8, the King shook
him heartily by the hapd, asked him if he
would not now believe in predestination ;
was, for a short time only, cheerfuller than
ordinary, but sbon returned to his usual
gravity. I do not vouch' for the truth-of
this story, nor for the .Lcrupulous accu-
racy of the Bishop in all jvhich he re-
lates, though I ‘have heard that he is the
best and indced thé only authority to be
met with on many of the subjects he treats
of. The repulsiye qualitics of the King
were the cause, no doybt, of the coolness
shat subsisted between the different mem-
bers of the roya'l family. I recollect, thece
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was much talk at the time, of the affront
put upon the Prince of Denmark, who, on
his accompanying the I&mg to Ireland, was
not allowed, to go in the Lcoach with him,
though it was well known that the Prince
had put himself to great expense on the
occasion of that expedition. N
The Princess, afterwards Our Gracious
Majesty Queen Anne, ,was treated even
with still less courtesy ; fory while she was
dining one day with the King and Queen,
His Majesty ate up all the green pease, then
newly come in, without even once offering
that rarity to his royal consort or guest.
Of Prance George of INenmark I have
little to say, for his physician was Dr. Ar-
buthnot. His Highness was an invalid, la-
bouring, like. the king, under an asthma;
and during his illness, whish was protracted,
his Queen was very attentive to,him. He
died six years after King William. He had
the character of a good mathematician, but
was not skilled, in forcigh languages. e
e no ﬁgure in politics, and did not un-
del stand’much of the post of High Ad-
miral, which he filled, tlotigh he possessed
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many good qualities ; was brave, mild, and
gentle.

But I must degcend from these high
matters, and sgeak again of .y master,
and, 1 am sorry to say, of another dis-
appointment which occurred in our house.
Two ycars after the death of Prince George,
when Radcliffe was” in his sixtieth year, L.
was somewhat surprised, gne morning after
breakfast, ta, observe him attired with more
than ordinary exactness. . His full-bottomed
wig was dressed with peculiar care ; he had
put on his best suit ofilac-coloured velvet
with yellow basket buttons, and his air
upon the whole was very cormimanding.
He reminded me strongly of his-appearance
some ten or fifteen years ] bcf'ore. He had
an clevated forchead, hazel e) es, cheeks tell-
ing of the good~ cheer of former days, if
any thing, a little ‘too ruddy; a double
chin, a well-formed nose, and a mouth
round which gencxally played an agrec-
sble smile. Wheh he sat in, his casy chair,
with his right hand expanded, agd, l)ld..,t,d
upon lus breast, as if meditating a speech,
and clearing hi$ “Voice for the purpose of
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giving it utterance; his left wearing his
glove, and resting,on his side immediately
above the hil.t'of his sword, which was
a very usual fititude with him, he certainly
had a most comely and well-favoured ap-
pearance *.

* This sketch is from an orpginal picture by dis,
2dgnd Sir Godfrey’Kne]lgr, which is plated in the
Liﬁﬁrwa ghe College of Physicians, dn ope of thes
clogets of which I am now immured.
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I love to dwell upon these particulars of
my old worthy master: for to him I owe
my first introduction into the world, and
whatever celebrity my memoiis may here-
after obtain. When fully equipped, he
stepped into a gay gilt chariot, drawn by
“fresh prancing horses, the coachman wear-
ing a new cockade, and our lacqueys look-.
ing with all the iesolencg of plenty in their
countenances: We parpded the strects,
passed through Covent Garden, and the
most frequented parts of the town; but it
grieved me to observe, that our glittering
cquipage served only to provoke the smiles
and ridicule of the malicious. - To speak
out, it"was ,MOW notorious that, the Doctor
was in love, and that ail this parade was
for the purpose of captivating the young
lady of whom he was ecnamoured.  Suffice
it to say, he was lampooned, proved unfor-
tunate in his suit, and was styled by the
wicked wits of the day * the mourning
eEsculapius,” ¢ *the languishing hopeless -
lover of the divine Hebe, the emblens of
youth and beauty.”
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But more sober reflection and the busy
duties of his profession soon withdrew his
thoughts from these anmrorous toys, and he
continued actively cmployed for a few
years longer, though it was but too evident
that his hecalth and spirits were daily de-
clining. '
* About this time that celebrated warrior,
Prince Eugene, so distihguished for his
campaigns in Hungary and Italy, where
he had gained such splendid victories over
the Turk and the king of France, arrived
in England. The olject of his visit was to
try if it were possible to engage our conrt
to go on with the war, which met with
great obstruction. DBut the juncture was
unfavourable to his project; for on the
very day before his arrival, his great friend
and companion in arms, thé Duke of Marl-
borough, was turned out of all his places.
The days of intimacy between the Queen
and the Duchess were at an end ; and the en-
Jearing appellations of the  poor, «unfortu-
nate™ fmithful Morley:” and Mrs Freeman,.
no Jonger marked the extraordinary terms of’

L
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{riendly intercoursc which had subsisted be-
tween her Majesty and a subject. The Prince
was, however, cyressed by the courtiers
for his own wqrth ; and though his nego-
tiations went slowly on, he was cntertained
by most of the nobility, and magnificently
feasted by the city. My master invited
his Highness to dinner; and a large partya
of the nobility, and seyeral topping mer-
chants, pastidularly soma of those who had
formerly contributed te the Silesian loan,
were engaged to meet him.  The cimmity of’
the Prince to every thihg Irench was kunowh,
and ithad*becn rendered still more notorious
by his admirable reply to an insblent threat
of thé minister of the Grand Monarque,
which was at this time inf }hc mouth of every
one. Louvois had mtlmatcd to the Prince,
that he must siot think of returning to
France; to which the warrior replied, « Eu-
gene entrera un jour en France, en depit de
Louvois et de Loulb. To do honour to
such a guest wa$ the ambigion of Rad(.hﬁ'e,
and in giving orders for dinner, i Let Lilere
be no ragouts,” said he; “no luckshawg of
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France; but let us treat the Prince as a
soldier.  He shall have a specimen of true
English hospitality. 1 will have my table
covered with barons of beef; jiggets of mut-
ton, and legs of pork.” At the appointed
hour the guests assembled, and the Frince
charmed every onc by his unassuming mo-
desty, his casy address and behaviour. Ilis
aspect was erect, and composed, his cye
lively and thoughtful, yet father vigilant
than sparkling : Dut his manner was pecu-
liarly graceful, and he descended to an easy
cquality with those who conversed with him.
The shape of his person and comp®surc of his
limbs was*remarkably crectaand beauntiful ;
still, with all his gondescension, and though
he was affable to ¢very one, it was evident
that he rather suffered the presence of much
company, ms°thad of taking delight in pub-
lic gaze and popular applause. The enter-
tainment of my master went off very well ;
all seemed to be pleased, though some of the
courtiers indulggd in a little pleasantry at thes
anipleccheer with witich the table groaned.,
The princely stranger ez&prcssed ‘himself
¢ D2



36 RADCLIFFE. [cHar. 1.

much satisfied, and was loud in his praise of
some capital seven ycars old beer, which we
happened at that time to have in tap.

I forgot to mention, that, a few ycars
before the period of which T am now speak-
ing, 1 saw, for the first timc, Dr. Mecad,
'who was then bcgmmng to be known as
a man rising in his profession, and into
whose hands I wes afterwards destined to
fall. Helived then in Anstyn friers ; and
we found him one morning in his library,
reading Hippocrates ; when the following
dialogue took place betwcen the two phy-
siclans : €

Raocrirre (taking up the voitume of the
venerable Father of Physic). * What! my
young friend, do you read Hippocrates in
the original language ? Well; take my word
for it, when T an1 dead you will occupy the
throne of .physic in dhis great town.”

Meap. ¢ No, Sir; when you are gone,
your empire, like Alexander’s, will be di-
‘vided amongst nfany successors.”

I felt that this cotirteous reply »laBed
my master mightily ; and although Mcad
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was even then known to be a man of great
talent, bad already written his treatise
on Poisons, published several other works
of merit, amd was thereforain every respect
deserving of the countenance and patron-
age of the cminent doctor of the day, yct 1
have myself no doubt that this well-timed
compliment to Radcliff’s eminence served
to cement the insimate #iendship of these
two physicians. \ :

The library of® Mcad was even at this
time considerable. Many rooms of his
small house were filld with books ; and the
two doctors indulged in a long &hat. The
conversatidbn embraced marry topics. Mead
was very lively and entertaining ; related
several anecdotes ‘of things which he had
seen abroad 3 and described with great ani-
mation his joy on finding the Tabula
Isiaca* ip a lumber® room ats Florence.

* The Tabula or Mensa Isiaca is one of the most
considerable monuments of antiguity. It was discoq
vered at Rome, in’the year 1525.  Thert are repre-
senf(‘:ﬂ‘ﬁpm.it various figures in bas relief, mixed witle
sogne bieroglyphics, which arc iupposcd to relate to
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Upon this subject my master asked many
questions, and appeared much struck with
the advantage of foreign travel to a phy-
sician.  On taking his leave, he again cx-
pressed his admiration of the literary attain-
ments of Mead, and said in a tone of great
carnestness and smcerlty — ¢ Some day or
other, the Alma Mater where I was bred -
shall receive fronr me substantial proofs of
the true cencern I feel for the welfare of
the causc of learning : {Or as [ have grown
older, every year of my life has convinced
me more and more of the value of the edu-
cation of fne scholar and the gentleman, to
the thorough-bred physician.  Bit,” added
he, « 1')crlmps your friend here (pointing me
to a folio edition of Celsys which stood on
one of the shelves of the libriry) expresses
my meaning better than I can myself, where
he says, that this discipline of the mind,
“ quamvis non fuciat medicum, aptiorem
tamen mcrlicince reddit.” Radcliffe, as if

.
the feasts of Isis. I\I.my s.gculcmous have been =

‘vanced on tlr history and date of this Zurlous rehc
of ancient times. . ,



CHAP. 1.] RADCLIFFE. 39

unwilling to trust himself with any far-
ther quotation, embraced Dr. Mead, and
hastened to his carriage.,

On the 1st of August, 1714, died Queen
Anne; an event memorable in the life of
Radcliffe.  The domestic physicians of
Her Majesty, assisted by Dr. Mead, had-
applied various remediés without success.
It was reported that the, privy council, as
well as the Qucct, had given prders that
my master should be present at the con-
sultation, and that he excused himself un-
der pretence of inddsposition. The truth
is, he was not in town at that®time, but
down at lits country-house at Cashalton in
Surrey, ill himself of the gout, whith had
seized his hecad and stomach.  Yet not-
withstandin&tﬁis, the enemies of Radcliffe
imputed the death of the Queen to his
absence, and he was accordingly ghreatened
with assassination. ‘This unpopularity, un-
deserved as it was, made him keep his
house, where, gn the 4tlf of August, threce
ddyseafiey the deatht of Her Majesty, Dr,
Mecad and his brother the l.twym came
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down to dine with him at two o’clock. In
spite of the ill state of his health, the con-
versation of two such good friends afforded
him much pleasure and satisfagtion. After
dinner his wonted good humour returned,
and, taking me in his hand, he presented
.me, with the following discourse, to Dr.
Mead :— '

*“ Though my Jife is, 1 dare say, pretty
well known to you, yet I will mention some
of the leading circumstznces of it, from
which perhaps you may be able to derive
some instruction. Sinec I'began the study
of medicine, I have devoted myself chicfly
to a carcful examination of the «nost valu-
able modern treatises. In this particular
I differ, I know, from you, who arec a pro-
found scholar, but my books have always
been few, though I hope ‘well chosen.
When I was at the university, a few vials,
a skeleton, and an herbal, chiefly formed
my library. By following the dictates of
fommon sense, while I placthed at Oxford
after taking my bachcldr of medmmc s.4le-
gree, 'instedd of stoving up my patients
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who were ill of the small-pox, as was done
by the Galenists of those days, I gave
them air and cooling emulsions, and thus
rescued more than a hundred from the
grave. I have always endeavoured to dis-
countenance the attempts of' quacks and
intermeddlers in physic, and by the help
of Providence 1 have succeeded most won-
derfully. My good Dr.eMead, you must
consider this conyversation a% quite confi-
dential, and if I mention any thing that has
the air of boasting, you will reflect that 1
unbosom mysc]f' to® friend, and what T
am about to say is for your encottragement.
In 1686, I*was made principal phvmcmn to
Iler Royal Highyess the Princess Anne of
Denmark, and sooh after His late Majesty
King William’s arrival in England, he was
graciously pleased to make me an offer of
being sworn one of his physicians in ordi-
nary, with'a salary of two hundred pounds
per annum more than any other. At the
same time he generouc]y"ordcrcd me five®
hundged gumcas out’of the pr ivy purse fog,
the cures of M. Bentinck and M. Zulestein.
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Though I begged to be permitted to refuse
the post, yet the King was so frequently ill
of rtheum and astkma, that, for the first
cleven years of bis reign, I gained, onc year
with another, more than six hundred guineas
per annum, by my attendance upon His
Majesty. My practice rapidly increased, and
I was even credibly informed that Dr. Gib-
bons, who lived in my neighbourhood, got
more than one thousand pounds a year by
patients whom I really hid not time to sce,
and who had therefore recoursc to him.
As my wealth increasdd, you will natarally
ask me wily T never married: it does not
become me to speak of my good or ill for-
tune in that line, especizlly now when I
ought to call my thoughts from all such va-
nities, and when the decays ‘gt naturce tell
me that I have“only a short time to live.
That timc is, I am afraid, barely sufficient
to repent me of the idle hours which I have
spent in riotous living ; for I now feel, in
‘the pain which afflicts my rerves, that ITam
- martyr to excess, and am afrgid -4t 1
have been an abettor and encourager of in-



CHAP. L] RADCLIFFE. 13

temperance in others. Though by an in-
discreet spcech I Jost the good graces of the
Princess Anne, yet His 'Majesty King Wil-
liam still continued to have confidence in
my skill. As a proof of it, I may mention
that in 1695 I was sent for to Namur, to
cure Lord Albemarle. After a week’s resi-
dence in the camp abroad, His Majesty
generously gave ihe an drder on the I'rea-
sury for £1200y and His 'Lo‘rdship pre-
sented me with four hundred guincas, and
this diamond ripg, which 1 have always
worn since.  As to honours, T have always
refused them : a baronetcy was offered me,
but of what use would a title have heen to
me, who have nordescendants to inherityit?
I have always lived in a state of celibacy,
and have uatformly replied to those who
formerly urged me to mafry some young
gentlewompan to get heirs by, thht truly I
had an old one to take care of, who I in-
tended should be my execptrix, as Oxford

% 18y his will he left his Yorkshire. estage ¢ i
Master and Fellows of Uniyersity College for ever, in
[



4t RADCLIFFE. [cnar. 1.

will learn after my death. For, thanks to
Providence, I have been very successful,

trust for the foundation of two travclli'ng fellowships,
the overplus to be paid to them, for the purpose of
buying perpetual advowsons for the members of the
said College.

£5,000 for the enlargement of the building of Uni-

versity College, where he himself had been educated.
£40,000 for the bulldmg of a library at Oxford.
£500 yearly for ever, towards mending the diet of
St. Bartholoinew’s Hospital.

After the payment of thesc bequests, and some le-
gacies to various individualsmentioned in the will, he
gave to his er ecutors, in trust, all his estates in Buck-
inghamshire, Yorkshire, Northamptonshjre, and Sur-
rey, to be applied to such charitable purposes as they
in their discretion should think best} but no part
thereof to their own use or benefit.

The Radcliffe Library, which is perhaps the most
beautiful building in Oxford, was finished in 1749,
when it was opened in a public ceremony : it has been
appropriated, by alate resolution of the Trustees, to
the reception of books in medicine and natural history.
But that classical city has to boast of two other edifices
cwhich bear the name of the same munificent bene-
factes, and in their building, the Truqtec% hayg been
\quall y attentive to the interests of science and huma-
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from the very beginning of my professional
life; and I had not been settled a year in
London, when I got twenty guincas a day
by my practice: and cvenJdandridge, the
apothecary whom I patronized, died, as I
am informed, worth more than £50,000.
The liberality of my patients enabled me to
live and act in a genc;'ous manner. My
fees were good : of whieh you may form
some notion whep I mentidh, «that to go
from Bloomsbury Square to Bow, Ireceived

nity. The Observatory and Public Infirmary werc
both erected out of the funds of Dr. Rad‘c!iﬂ'c, by the
Trustees of hi% will. The first of these edifices consists
of a dwelling-house for the Observer, and 1% amply
supplied with astronomical instruments: it is one of
the buildings first askexd for by foreigners who visit the
University, andsis remarkable for its beautiful stair-
case. The Radcliffe Infirmary 4vas opened for the
reception of patients, 1770. *

From time to time, according to their means and as
opportunities present themselves, the faithful and en-
lightened guardians of these fynds have ever l)cen.
found ready (inthe dxercige of the discretionary power
with waiich ghey are entrusted) to contripute to,ev!
charitable and useful purposc. '
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five guineas. I do not tell this to you, my
good friend, out of ostentation, but that it
may scrve as an encouragement to you to
hear how the practice of physic has been
remuncrated.”

Here Radcliffe paused, and appeared cx-
hausted by speaking so long at a time.

Dr. Mead — « I feel infinitely obliged to
you for your kind and cenfidential commu-
nication. 'No one in the least acquainted
with the liberality of your conduct can for
a moment accusc you oi an ostentatious
display of your wealtl, The subject upon
which you last touched, is onc that has
often excited ray curiosity. I $hould like
of all thnm to know, what Linacre got by
his profession, how much Caius, Iarvey,
NSydenham, and other worthids of medicine
received ycarly for their professional labour.
The honorarium or fee of a d?ctor, one
would suppose, must always have been in
proportion to the rarity of professional skill,
‘though we must take into account the
.& eater value of moncy in former £imes.
There may be notices of this kind to he
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met with in different books, but the only
instances that occur at present to my me-
mory are mentioned by.that great benefac-
tor of our College, Baldwin Hamey. In
the valuable and entertaining account left
by him of his contemporaries, he mentions,
that about the year 1644, Dr. Rob. Wright,
who died at the carly age of twenty-eight
ycars, was very saccessfidl in practice. The
Latin expression (for his MS.¥ is written
most elegantly in that language) is, T be-
licve, as fol]ows 2 ¢ Wrightus viedum tri-
mulus doctor, mille admodum coronatos,
annuo spacio lucraretur” Now the coro-
natus, ustally called a broad-piece, was
about twenty-twp shillings in vall;e, and
the receipt of a thousand of these by so
young a physician, who had only been set-
tled three years in the metropolis, is an in-
stance of very singular'good fortume indeed.

* Bustorum aliquot Reliquix. There is a copy of
this curious MS. now in the Cyllege Library : it wag
purchased at the safe of I.or(l Verney’s books, argpre-
sented to she College of Physicians hy Dy. Ma
Jyne 25, 1783.
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“ The next, is an account of a fee re-
ceived by IHHamey himsclf, and is thus re-
lated in the MS life of that exccllent
man :—

s¢¢ It was in the time of the civil wars when
it pleased God to visit him with a severe fit
of sickness, or perlpncumoma, which con-
fined him a great while to his chamber, and
to the more than’ ordinary care of his ten-
der spouse: During this affliction, he was
disabled from practice ; but the very first
time he dined in his parlour afterwards,
a certain great man in'high station came to
consult him on an indisposition — (ratione
vagi sui amoris) — and he was one of the
godly ones too of those times: After the
doctor had reccived him in his study, and
modestly attended to his long religious pre-
face, with which he introduced his ignomi-
nious circumstances, and Dr. Hamey had
assured him of his fidelity, and gave him
hopes of success in his affair, the generous
soldier (for such’ he was) drew out of his
&ustket a bag of gold, and offered it all at a
lump to his physician. Dr. Hamey, sur-
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prised at so extraordinary a fee, modestly
declined the acceptance of it; upon which
the great man, dipping his hand into the bag
himself, grasped up as mu¢h of his coin as
his fist could hold, and generously put it
into the doctor’s coat pocket, and so took
his leave. Dr. Hamey rcturned into his
parlour to dinner, which had waited for him
all that time, and*smiling (whilst his lady
was discomposed at his abseriting so long),
cmptied his pocket into her lap. This soon
altered the featgres of her countenance,
who telling the monty over, found it to be
thirty-six broad picces of gold ! at which
she being *greatly surprised, confcssed to
the doctor that this was surely the most
providential fee he' ever received ; and de-
clared to hing that, during the height of his
severe illness, she had paid away (unknown
to him) on a state levy towarde a public
supply, the like sum in numbér and value
of pieces of gold; lest under the lowness
of his spirits, it should hale proved a mat-*
ter of vexation, une’qual to his §treng,tM
that time to bear; which bemg thus so re.
E
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markably reimbursed to him by Providence,
it was the properest juncture she could lay
hold on to let him into the truth of it. It
. may be said,” continued Mead, * that this
was an extraordinary case, and the fee a
most exorbitant one, which the patient paid
as the price of secrecy: but the precau-
tion was unnecessary (as it ought always
to be in a profession whose very essence is
honour and Eonfidence); for the name of
the generous soldier is never once men-
tioned in the life of Hamey, though I have
good reason to believe he was no other
than Ireton, the son-in-law of Cromwell.”
Rapcrivre. ¢ These are cucious parti-
culars, and I thank you for them. To speak
once more of my own good fortune, I found
that, even scven years ago, to say nothing
of what I have acquired since, upon inquiry
into the bulk of my estate, both land and
money, I was worth more than £80,000,
which I then resolved to devote, all or most
«of it, to the service of the public. 1 hope,
hawever, notwithstanding what I shall leave
behind me, no one can accuse me of having
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been sordid in my lifetime, or in case of the
private distress of my friends, not to have
instantly relicved them. I have never been
such a niggard as to havepreferred moun-
tains of gold to the conversation and charms
of society. Perhaps there was selfishness
in this: for I never recollect to have spent
a more delightful cvening than that in the
old room at the Mitro Tavern in Yleet
Street, when my good friend Billy Nutley,
who was indeed the better half of me, had
been prevailed upon to accept of a small tem-
porary assistance, and joined our party, the
Earl of Denbigh, Lords Colpeper and Sta-
wel, and Mr. Blackmore. s But cnough of
this affair of money. To one so well skilled
as yourself, 1 hayt not much to say on the
subject of p_rnctlce ; but recollect, I beg of
you, the treatment of small-pox. Combat
the prejudices of mankind on that point.
By insisting upon this, I lately saved the
life of the young Duke of Beaufort. You
have done muc)), by showing the advantage
of employing aperient medicines in the.de:
cline of that distemper; and I much regret
k2
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that the letter you wrote to Dr. Freind upon
that matter, and which you permitted me to
inform him he might publish, has not yet
seen the light. o on as you have begun ;
and I confidently hope that something more
may still be introduced into general practice
by a physician of your good sense and liberal
views, to mitigate the violence of that most
formidable diseases v

“But I am now drawing to a close. Last
year, upon my being returned member of
parliament for the town of Buckingham, 1
retired from practice, Yand I have recom-
mended you to all my patients.  Your own
merit md acquiiements will insure you suc-
cess; but perhaps your career may be faci-
litated by what I have done for you. Re-
collect that the fame of a physician is sub-
ject to the capriees of fortune. I know the
nature ofvattending crowned heads very
well.  But" continue as you have com-
menced. Nothing could be better than the
method you took for the.preservation of’
lw“'late gracious Majesty’s health ; though
the people about her (the plagues of Egypt
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fall upon them !) put it out of the power of
physic to be of use to her. But I was sorry
to hear the other day, that your enemies
have spread a report thate during the last
days of the Queen’s illness, you had pro-
nounced that her Majesty could not live
two minutes, and that You scemed uneasy
it did not so happen. Tell me, I beg, the
real state of the case.” *

“ You very well know,” saide Dr. Mead,
“ that her Majesty had been long corpu-
lent; and that, in her latter years, the ha-
bit of her body becathe gross and unwieldy.
For the most part she had a good stomach,
and ate heartily. But by reason of hor im-
moderate fittness, and her weakness, occa-
sioned by the gopt, she became so inactive
that she used® but little exercise. In the
beginning of her Majesty’s illness, there
was a difference of opinion among the doc-
tors as to the propriety of giving the jesuits’
bark ; but I will not enter into all the dis-
putes which took place on that occagion.®
It is enough to staté, that after the appeszy
ance of the imposthumg on the left leg, and
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the coming on of the doziness which seized
her on Thursday the 28th July, there was
no doubt about the propriety of cupping
her ; and blisters were ordered; but not ap-
plied, for what reason I know not. The
next morning her Majesty was seized with
an apoplectic fit, attended with convulsions.
After two hours and a half she recovered
her senses, but lost them again next day,
and died the following morning.”

Rapcrirre. “ Well, I will inquire no
further. I sce your own modesty will not
allow you to find fault with the injudicious
practice and fatal security of your col-
leagues. I carmot but applaud'your good
fcehng and liberality o£ sentiment ; and
wish you most heartily success in your fu-
ture professional life. Accept this cane. It
has accompaniéd me now for many ycars
in my visits to the sick, and been present
at many a consultation. Receive it as a
token of my friendship, and prosper. ¢ 7e
“nunc habet ista secundum. ¥

Herp a twinge of the gout intexsupted the
speech of my old master; and Dr. Mead
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shortly after left for London, taking mec
with him.

Dr. Radcliffe died on the first of Novem-
ber, 1714, three months affer the Queen ;
and it was said that the dread he had of the
populace, and the want of company in the
country village where he had retired, and

which he did not dare’to leave, shortened
his life. -



CHAPTER IIL

From the possession of a physician who
was kind, generous, and sociat in the high-
est degree, but who was certainly more re-
markable far strong good sense and natural
sagacity thd4n for literary attainments, I
passed into the hands of an accomplished
scholar. Dr. Mead was allowed even by his
ay;‘%pnists,, themselves ‘men of grgat erudi-
tion, to be artis medicw decus, vite reverg
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nobilis, and one who cxcelled all our chief
nobility in the encouragement he aflorded
to the fine arts, polite learning, and the
knowledge of antiquity. But though I had
changed masters, it was no small satisfac-
tion to me to return to the old House, for
Mead not only succceded Radcliffe in the
greater part of his business, but removed to
the residence which he Imd formerly occu--
pied in Bloomsbury-square ¥, My present
master, on commencing his profession, had
first settled at Stepney, had then resided in
Crutched, and afterwards in Austin Iriers,
for the purpose of being ncar St. Thomas’
Hospital ; but now the distance of his new
abode obliged hin to resign the situation of
physician to that charitable establishment.
About six;ntonths after the death of Rad-
cliffe, I was present at a consultation be-
tween Sir Hans Sloane, Dr. Cheyne, and
Mead. It was held on the cast of Bishop
Burnet, the prelate "so celebrated for the
« History of his own Tirhe,” and, for_the®

o * Afterwards inhabited by Sir John Rushout.
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active part he had taken in the great trans-
actions of that eveutful period.

He had been taken ill of a violent cold,
which soon turaed to a pleurisy ; and this
increasing, and baffling all remedies, his
worthy friend and relation Dr. Cheyne
called in the assistance of the two other
doctors. Up to this time Burnet had en-
joyed uninterrupted good health, which he
attributed,” not without reason, to his tem-
perate habits. < I will give you,” said the
venerable patient to Dr. Mead (for the Bi-
shop was now 72 yeats old), ¢ a short out-
line of my course of life. In summer I
have been in the habit of rising at five in
the mbrning, in the winter at six; and 1
have always officiated "myself at prayer,
though my chaplains may laye been pre-
sent. I then took my tea in company with
my children, and read the Scriptures with
them. I hhve generally spent six or cight
hours a day in my study. The rest of the

“day has been passed by me in taking exer-
Se, making friendly' visits oy cheerful
meals. But now, to use an expressipn
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of my late gracious master King William,
whom I knew well for sixteen years, I feel
¢ que je tire vers ma fin.’” The presage
was soon after fulfilled, and¢he Bishop died
on the 17th March, 1714-5.

It is not, however, my intention to follow
Mead into all the details of his private prac-
tice, but I will point out some of the mate-
rial improvements introduced by him in
his art, and the progress which the science
of physic made in his hands.— Mr. Secre-
tary Craggs applied to him, in 1719, to find
out the most effectutl method to prevent
the spreading of the plague, which had
proved so fatal that yeam® at Marseilles.
My master accordingly published’ a dis-
course on that gupject, which was so well re-
ceived as te §o through no less than seven
cditions in a twelvemonth” The kingdom
was at this time governed by YL.ords Jus-
tices, during the absence of His Majesty
George the First, who was then in Hanover.
An act of parliament was’passed, Jin cgnse?
quence of the advite given by Mead,; Lut
the Opposition of the.day, chiefly with the
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view to thwart the Ministry, caused two of
its wisest clauses to be given up the follow-
ing year. ‘These related to the removing
of sick persons from their habitations, and
the making of lines of demarcation about
infected places. Against the adoption of
these prndent precautions an outcry was
raised, that persons in office 1ntruqted with
such powers might be tempted to abuse
them, and eXercise their authority in a
manner gricvous to the subjects of the
kingdom. ‘Dr. Mcad, on the other hand,

contendod that Salus popula suprema lex

est; and said that, if the plague should un-
happxly be brought again into England, he
was sure the people themselves would cry
out for help, notwithstanding wrong notions
of liberty may somctimes overpossess their
minds, and make them, under the best of
governments, impatient of restraint. A
clamour liké this will probably be always
renewed whenever this subject comes to be
discussed. by the ‘public; the bold and the
ignorant wjll excite it for the purposes of
gainful notoriety, and the selfish trader from
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a short-sighted view of his own immediate
interest. ¢ But suppose for a moment,” said
Mead in conversation with a friend, ¢ that
the laws of 'quarantine wese useless, and
that the fears entertained of the contagious
nature of the plague were without founda-
tion, how can the commerce of this country
be benefited by the abolition of these regu-
lations here, unless the rest of civilized Eu-
rope adopt the same measure,’and agree, at
a sort of general congress, to remove all re-
straints from their trade with the Levant?
But, continued he, i& an carnest mannecr,
which had all the air of prophe'cy, “ De-
pend upon %, whenever the doctrine of non-
contagion is-revived in England (and it will
be, even a hund.re.d’ years hence), it will al-
ways excite alarm among the nations who
are more prudent than ourselves, and less
eager to cntertain every kind ofewild and
visionary speculation. Incalclable mis-
chief will be done by the broaching of" this
pernicious doctrine *: the'speculators who*

* This akticipation was actually realwed not two
years ago ; for the mere agi(ation.of the Plague ques-
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adopt such opinions should at least keep
them to themselves, or if they will continue
their experiments, let them make them in
corpore vili, and not upon subjects which
involve the general welfare of the commu-
nity.”

Two or three years after this, my mas-
ter’s attention was called to another matter
of equal, or perhaps greater importance
than the oné just mentioned; and I had
the satisfaction of witnessing another pro-
digious step made towards the improvement
of physic. This waseno less than the miti-
gation of*that loathsome disease the small-
pox, a malady more formidable, and in-
finitely more fatal than the plague itself.
Lady Mary Wortley Montague having re-
turned to England in 1792, w3s determined
to introduce the practice of inoculating for
the small-pox, which she had witnessed in

¢
tion in the Iouse of Commons excited the greatest
alarm among the mgritime nations of Europe, and for
sevgral months vessels sailjng fram England were put
into gquarangine at the differént ports in the Mediter-
ranean,
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the East, and having before had the opera-
tion performed successfully upon her son
at Constantinople, desired her family sur-
geon to engraft her daughtgr also with that
disease. 'The process was witnessed by
three physicians and the family apothecary;
but though the success was complete, the
profession still remained in suspense, and
caution prevented the repetition of the ex-
periment. But Caroline Printess of Wales,
having nearly lost the life of onc of her
daughtcrs, the Princess Anne, by small-pox,
was desirous of havimg her children inocu-
lated; and obtained from HE& Majesty
George tlit First, that sixecondemned fe-
lons should be pardoned for the good of
the public, on condition of their submitting
to be inoculated.” Five of the felons con-
tracted the disease favourably; the sixth,
who concealed having® previously had the
small-pox, was not infected—but all escaped
hanging. At the suggestion of my master,
the Chinese meghod was practised upon
seventh criminal, who was a young glrl of
eightcen years of age. | He accordmbly in-
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troduced into her nostrils a tent, wetted with
matter taken out of ripe pustules, which
nearly approaches to the practice of the Chi-
nese, who take the skins of some of the dried
pustules which have fallen from the body,
and put them into a porcelain bottle, stop-
ping the mouth of it very closely with wax.
When they have a mind to infect any one,
they make up three or four of these skins
(inserting betWween them one grain of musk)
into a tent with cotton, which they put up
the nostrils. In the casc of the girl whom
my master treated as above related, she,
like those ‘who were inoculated by incisions
made in the skin, fell sick and perfectly
recovered.

The attention of the medical world was
naturally much engrossed by this new me-
thod,.and every one was discussing the na-
ture of the small-pox, of which the conta-
gious quality was one of the most remark-
able properties. ¢ How strange!” said
Mead, ¢that this property, apparently so ob-
vious, should not have Leen noticed by every
writer on the subject, {rom the very first



CHAP. 11.] MEAD. 65

appearance of this dangerous malady among
us. Yet Sydenham, discerning, as he has
been called, does not take the slightest no-
tice of it, and perhaps even at this very day,
had it not been for the introduction of this
novel method of communicating it, its in-
fectious quality might not have been uni-
versally admitted. One would suppose that
the mercst tyro in an apothecary’s shop
could not have scen half a dozon cases of
the small-pox without being convinced that
one person caught it from another. An
additional btl‘lklllg‘ example of' what has
often been observed before, thaf the most
plain and 8bvious truths lie undiscovered
till accident bring them to light. -2 More
than twenty ycar$ after this, Dr. Mead
published a treatisc on the small. -pox and
mcasles, which contained *many valuable
observations on both these diseascs, and
also strong.recommendations of the practice
of inoculation. 'To this trcatise, which is
written in a pure Latin stfle, he subjoi’nc(P
a translatign of Rhazes’ commentgry oy the
small-pox into the samc l:znguage, a copy
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of which he had obtained from ILeyden,
through the assistance of his friend and
fellow-student Boerhaave, with whom my
master maintained a constant, correspond-
ence.

The next improvement which Dr. Mcad
introduced into the practice of medicine
was entirely of his own invention, and
serves to show that his mind was not only
capable of the extended views of philoso-
phy, but was alive to the most minute cir-
cumstances that could contribute towards
the perfection of his art. Ior the skill of a
physician,” though it assume a more exalted
character when displayed in the pursuit of
generai science, is equally conspicuous, and
perhaps more immediately useful, when ex-
certed in the discovery and smployment of
ingenious contrivances for the relief of suf-
fering hwmanity.

My magter had often considered what
could be the reason that, in cases of persons

slabouring under*dropsy, when the water is
suddenly drawn off, the patient swoons and
frequently dies on the spot. A simple ex-
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pedient occurred to him, which was this:
during the operation of tapping, to make
external pressure by the hands, and after-
wards to apply a bandage to the belly. I
was present when this method was first tried
in the hospital, and afterwards frequently
saw it used, more cspecjally in the case of
Dame Mary Page, wife of Sir Gregory
Page, Bart.,, who was afflicted with this
discase, and died March 4th, 1728, in the
fitty-sixth year of her age. In sixty-seven
months she was tgpped sixty-six times, and
had two hundred and forty gallops of wa-
ter taken m\ay, without ever once fe.trmw
the opemtlon *.  This was cértainly a most
valuable discovery, and shows the advan-
tage derivable fyom the exercise of good
sense and soufid judgment; for Mead na-
turally reflected, that the rfemoval of the
pressure of, the accumulated watér caused
the fibres suddenly to lose the’ extension
which they had previously acquired; and

% I have heard that all t‘hese particulars are #re-
fully recordecd®on the monument of this dropsical Rady .
in Bunhill Ficlds.

)

-~
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it as naturally occurred to him, that the
tendency to faint could only be obviated
by substituting an external support to the
parts. : ‘ )

But it is now time, after having related
the benefits he conferred upon mankind by
enlarging the boundaries of medical science,
to revert to some details of a more domes-
tic character. It has been mentioned be-
fore, wher speaking of the first experiment
of inoculation made in this country, that
zeal for his profession had on one occasion
brought my master *acquainted with the
veriest outcasts of society, and in contact
with convicted felons : it remains for me to
relate how the calls of friendship and gene-
rous sympathy led him again within the
walls of a prison. .

In politics Mead was a hearty Whig, but
he reckoned amongst his friends many
whose seritiments differed widely from his
own. Garth, Arbuthnot, and Freind were
among his chicf associates : with the Iatter
particularly he had always beer. on terms
of the most friendly intercourse.  Recently
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the intimacy of these two distinguished
physicians had been much increased by a
controversy in which they were embarked
in support ef their own emlightened views
on the subject of the cooling treatment of
the small-pox, against the attacks of the
ignorant and malevolent.

About this time Dr. Frcind had been
elected member of parliament for Launce-
ston in Cornwall, and acting in his station
as a senator with that warmth and freedom
which was natural to him, he distinguished
himsclf by some able spceches against mea-
sures which he disapproved. e was sup-
posed to have had a hand in Atterbury’s
plot, as it was then called, for the®restora-
tion of the Stuar t'lamlly ; and having been
also one of dlse bl)mkers in favour of the Bi-
shop, this drew upon hime so much resent-
ment that (the Habcas Corpus Act being at
that time suspended) he was, 8n March 15,
1722-3, committed to the Tower. Here he
lay a prisoner.for some * months, and me
master &id all he could to procuge his liber-
ation: dyring his cogfinement. his pmcuce
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fell chiefly into the hands of Mead. As
soon as permission could be obtained, which
was not till he had been some time in prison,
we paid a visit #0 Freind, and ontered that
building whose low and sombre walls and
bastions have frowned on many an innocent
and many a guilty head.

When his room door opened, we found
him in the act of finishing a Latin letter to
my master . On certain kinds of the Small-
pox;” and, as he perccived our approach,
he came forward with an expression of great
delight in his countenunce. I was writ-
ing a letter to you, with the permission of
the governor of the Tower ; and you are
indebted,” he added in a low whisper, ¢ to
my companion (looking at t]le warder, who
was in the same chamber witl. his prisoner)
for its brevity : for I don’t find that his pre-
sence assists me much in composition.” —
During our interview, I'reind told Mead
that he passed his time not unpleasantly, for
that he had begun to write the History of
Physic, from the time of Galen to, the com-
mencement of the sixteenth century; but
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that at present he felt the nccessity of con-
sulting more books than the circumstances
in which he was now placed would give
him an opportunity of perusing—-¢Though I
ought not to repine,” said he,  while I have
this book (pointing to a Greek Testament,
which was lying on the tgble), the daily and
diligent perusal of which solaces my confine-
ment. Thave lately been reading the Gospel
of St. Luke, and I need not point out to a
scholar like yourself, and onc who has paid
so much attentiqn to what I may call the
medical history of tle Bible *, Jow much
nearer the language of St. Luke, who was
by profession a physician, cdmes to the an-
cient standatd of ,classical Greck than that
of the other Evaygelists. 'T'o be sure it has
a mixture of the Syriac phrase, which may
be casily allowed in ope who was born a
Syrian ; ygt the reading the Greek authors,
while he studied medicine, mdde his lan-

* This subject ha(l long occupied the thoughts of
Dr. Mecad, although *his trédtlse styled « Médica ®uc m.
sive de Morbis msngmor:lmq qui in Bibl¥s memoran-
tur, Commentarius,” did not appgar till 1749.
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guage without dispute more exact. 1lis
style is sometimes even very flowing and
florid — as when, in the Acts of the Apo-
stles, he describes the voyage 'of St. Paul ;
and when he has occasion to speak of dis-
tempers or the cure of them, you must have
observed that he makes use of words more
proper for the subject than the others do.
It is besides remarkable that St. Luke is
more particuldr in reciting all the miracles
of our Saviour in relation to kealing than
the other Evangelists are ; and that he gives
us one history which it omitted by the rest,
viz. that of raising the widow’s son at Nain.”

My master ‘left the prisoner, with an
assurance that he would use all the influ-
cnce he possessed to procure his liberty :
“ Jor,” said he, smiling, ¢ however much
your cultivated"mind is enabled to amuse
itself by weading and writing, 1 presume
you will have no sort of objection to resign
your newly-acquired oftice of Medicus Re-
gius ad Turrim *

* “This appointment was il(’](l by Dr. Gideon Iar-
vey, from the year 1719 ill 1754,
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Very shortly afterwards, the opportunity
of cffecting this did actually occur; for
when Sir Robert Walpole, the minister of
the day, sefit to consult Mead on account
of an indisposition, he availed himself of
the occasion to plead the cause of the cap-
tive. He urged, thatthough the warmth
and freedom of Freind might have be-
trayed him into some intemperate obser-
vations, yct no one could doubt his patri-
otic feelings and loyalty ; that his public
services had begn great, for he had attend-
cd the Earl of Petrborough ig his Span-
ish expedition as an army physician; and
had also accompamed in the same capacity
the Duke df Ormond into I‘l.mdera that
he deserved we.]l,of science, for he had done
much to call the attention of the world to
the new and sound principles of the New-
tonian phjlosophy ; and was besldes a man
of excellent parts, a thorough Scholar, and
one whom all acknowledged to be very able
in his profession : and, hna]ly, the Dgctor
refused %o prescribé for the Minister anless
the prisoner was seteat berty. He was
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almost immediately relieved frem prison,
and admitted to Dbail; his sugeties being
Dr. Mead, Dr. Hulse, IDf. Levet, and Dr.
Hale. '

* From agpirited medallion of Dr. Freind, carved
in box-wood. , Therc is a portrait of hih in the hall
of Christ Church, Oxford, upon which is inscribed
the following stanza f.'rom the pen of Anthony Alsop :

Cui suas artes, sua dona letus
« Et Lyram, et Venk salientis ictumg
Ncire concessit, celerem et medendi
Delius usum.
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The cvening aftor this event, there wasa
numerous assembly at our house in Great
Ormond Street, attracted by the hope of
mecting Freind, and congratulatipg him on

* A large house at the corner of Powis Place, now
No. 49. There is a good gardqn behind the house,_
at the bottom of which was a muscum. After Mtad’s
death it wascaoceupied by Sir Harry Grey, -Lord firey’s
uncle.
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his liberation from the Tower. He came,
and every one was delighted to sec him
once more at large. Besides the number of
acquaintances #nd friends whe were there,
when it is obscrved that no foreigner of any
learning, taste, or even curiosity, ever ar-
rived in England without being introduced
to my master (as it would have been a re-
proach to have returned without sceing a
scholar aml physician who was in corre-
spondence with all the literati of Europe),
it may easily be imagined that on so re-
markable an occasion bur conversaxione was
a crowded one. 'When the par ty broke up,
and Freind antl Arbuthnot were about to
take their leave together, as they lived in
the same part of the town — the former in
Albemarle Street, and the %atter in Cork
Street, Burlington, Gardens — Dr. Mead
begged Ireind to step with him for a mo-
ment into Bis own private study, which was
a small room adpunng the library. There
*he presented him witly the sum of five thou-
sand. guigeas, which e had received from
Ireind’s patients, shom he “had visited
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during his imprisonment. On returning to
the great room he wished them both good
night, and jocosely said to Arbuthnot (who
happened t6 hold the officedf Censor of the
College that year), ¢ Now I commit our
common friend here to your magisterial
care and guidance: seg that he docs not
again get into trouble ; and on the least ap-
pearance of irregularity, report him to the
President, Sir Hans Sloanc. ' I fook to you,
Arbuthnot, to preserve harmony* amongst
us.”

These meetings, 8f which Dr,Mead was
very fond, took place at stated periods, and
the visitors assembled in the library, a spa-
cious room"about GO feet long, of the rich-
ness of which an, idea may be formed by re-
ferring to thetatalogue of the sale of its con-
tents, which took place after his death. The
books, amounting to about tefl thousand
volumes, were sold in twenty-cight days.

* Arbuthnot was a dilettant® in the art of musis,
and oceasionally composed sacred pieces. One anthem
by him, «®g pants the hart,” is in the céllectidh of the
Chapel Royal. :
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"The sale of the prints and drawings occu-
pied fourteen cvenings, and the coins and
medals were disposed of in eight days. But
at the time of which I speak, ail these lite-
rary treasures were collected under one
roof’; and the assemblage of marble statues
of Greek philosophers, Roman emperors,
bronzes, gems, intaglios, Etruscan vases,
and other rare specimens of antiquity, was
most choice and valuable. Ranged along
one side of the room stood the busts of the
great English poets— Shakspeare, Milton,
and Pope ;, they were of the size of life, of
white marble, and by the hand of Scheema-
kers. The corner in which I was usually
placed was between a statue of Hygeia *
and a cabinet of iron which once belonged
to Qucen Elizabeth. This cabinet was full

“

* At Mead’s sale this statue, three feet and a half
high, was bought by Dr. Anthony Askew, for £50.
On the same occasion, a magnificent statue of Anti-
nous, of white marble and of the size of nature, was
purch¥ised by the Marquess of Rockingham, for £241.
10s. The celebrated bronze head of IHomtr was sold
for £136. 10s. to Lord Exeter.
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of valuable coins, among which was a medal
of the Protector which Mecad frequently
cxhibited as a curiosity to his visitors: it
had Oliver's head in profile, with this le-
gend, “ The Lord of Hosts, the word at
Dunbar, Sept. 1650;” on the reverse, the
parliament sitting.

Placed in this favourite spot, I often
overheard very interesting discourse. On
one occasion particularly, I°recollect that
the conversation turned on the condition
and rank of physicians in society. The per-
sons who took a leadling part in_ the con-
versation were, if I remember rightly, my
master, DA Treind, Dr. Arputhnot, and
Mr. Ward, the professor of rhetoric®in Gre-
sham College. The topic was suggested by
some accidental allusion to the attack which
had been lately made by Dyr. Conyers Mid-
dleton on the dignity of medicine, in a dis-
sertation * written by him conterning the
statc of physic in old Rome. The indigna-
tion of the physigians of that day was natus

* De Medacorum apud Veteres Romanos, Deggntiuin
Conditione. Cantab. 1726,
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rally roused, and they were all up in arms
against the author.

Dr. Mead began by asking, « What class
of men have deserved better"of the public
than physicians? How much, for instance,
docs not this country owe to Linacre, the
founder of our College? He was perhaps the
most learned man of his time, and on his’
travels was received by Lorenzo de Medi-
cis with the nfost marked distinction. That
munificent patron of literature granted him
the privilege of attending the same precep-
tors with‘ his own soas, and Linacre im-
proved the opportunities he enjoyed with
great diligence and success. At Florence,
under Demetrius Chalcondylas, who had
fled from Constantinoplé iwhen it was taken
by the Turks, he acquired a perfect hnow-
ledge of the Gieek language.

¢« He studied eloquence at Bologna un-
der Politiau, onc of the most elegant Latin-
ists in Lurope; and while he was at Rome
‘he .devoted himself to medicine and the
study of natural philosophy under Her-
molaus Buwrbarus.  Linacre was the first
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Englishman who read Avistotle ande(Galen
in the original Grgek. On his return to
England, having*taken the degree of M.D.
at Oxford, he gave lectures jn physic, and
taught the Greek langudge in thag univer-
sity. His reputation soon became so high,

* From a Portrait of Linacre by Holbein, in Ken-
sington Palace, a copy of %hich hangs over the frc-
place in the €ensor’s Room of the Collegcs of Physi«
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that King Henry VI1I. called him to court,
and entrusted him with the care of the health
and education of his son Prince Arthur. To
show the cxtént of his acquirements, I
may mention, that he instructed Princess
Catherine in the Italian language, and that
he published a work on mathematics, which
he dedicated to his pupil Prince Arthur. A
treatise on grammar, which has universally
been acknowledged to be a work of great
erudition, is from the pen of Linacre : Me-
lancthon, indeed, pronounces it to be infe-
rior to nene of its kirfd then extant. In his
own style he reminds one of the clegance of’
Terenge, and in his medical treatises very
ncarly approaches the clear and perspicuous
language of Celsus.
¢ Linacre was successivély Physician to
Henry the Seventh, Henry the Eighth,
Edward 't‘he Sixth, and to the Princess
Mary. He established lectures on physic
‘in both Universitics ; and he was the
fot.nder of our Royal College of Physicians,
of whicl: he was the first Presidesit, holding
that office during the last seven years of his
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life. He was indeed,” said Mead, ¢ a most
accomplished scholar: the Latin style of
Linacre is so pure and elegant as to rank
him amongst the finest wrifers of his age;
his friend Erasmus saying of him that he
was ¢ vir non exacti tantum, sed severi ju-
dicii> — Though the medical writings of
Linacre are only translations, yet we cannot
but form a favourable opinion of his profes-
sional skill, not only from the general csti-
mation of his contemporaries, but from the
sagacity of his prognosis in the case of his
friend Lily the celcBrated grammarian, as
well as from the rational simplicity of the
method by which he relieved Erasmps in a
painful fit of the gravel.”

There was a pau.:sc here, and Mr. Profes-
sor Ward asketl my master if it was true
that Linacre bad, in the latter part of his
life, changed his profession, ar.la cntered
into the priesthood.

_ MEap. “ Yes, it was certainly true; but’

he still tosis dying day had his ¢houghts

upon physic, for it was togards the close
¢ 2
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of his life that he projected the College of
Physicians, of which he rerhained President
till his decath. It was also true that, on
first applying Himself to the study of divi-
nity, he was a most sincegg searcher of the
Scriptures, studying the%é with great
avidity ; and that gn reading the 5th, Gth,
and 7th chapters of St. Matthew, he threw
the book away, and swore that this was
cither not the Gospel, or we were not
Christians,”

Fremne. ¢ Your dccount of Linacre is
quite correct, and you lhave certainly not
passed, upon-ltim a greater eulogium than
he deserves. If any other example were
required to prove to the world how much
some of the members of bur body have
done to further the cause of learning, there
is one very ready to be cited in the physi-
cian to whom we owe the compilation of
the first annals of our College. Though
anvEnglishman, we find Dr. Caius reading
lectures- on Aristotle in the university of
Padua; and afterwards using the influence
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~ he possessed at court, whbmjle was Physi-
cian to Queen Mary, inbehalf of literature:
for it was at his instance that a licence was
obtained from the Queen to advance Gon-
vil-hall at Cambridge, and incorporate it
under the: n’Mf‘ Gonvil and Caius Col-
lege. This College he endowed afterwards
with considerable estates for the mainten-
ance of an additional number of fellows and
scholars. He was Fellow, Cénser, and Pre-
sident of the London College; and even
in advanced life never absented himself
from our meetings without a dispensation.
He was buried in the Chapel of the College
he had founded at Cambridge; and the
simple inscription upon his mohument,
while it recordg tiie date of his death, adds
a sentiment which should reconcile us to
the frail and doubtful tenute of our present
cxistence, by the certainty and permanence
of well-merited posthumous fathe :—

¢« Fui Caius. Vivit post funera virtus. Obiit 1573,
At. 637 * -

Meab. ¢ It would be casy to go on enu~
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merating the medical men whose names arc
allied with the history of science and clas-
sical literature in England, but your own
memories will £ll up the catalogue. Qur
archives contain several MSS. which, if
published, would benefit the republic of
letters: I have often regretted that Ha-
mey’s notes and criticisms upon the works
of Aristophanes have never yet been given
to the world.”

Fremp. “ It was intended that they
should haye been so.. My friend the Bi-
shop of Rochester rccommended that they
should be sent to Kuster, that learned cri-
tic to whom we owe the late excellent edi-
tion * of the Greek poet which was done in
Holland ; but the work waswnfortunately
too far advanced in the press before the
offer was taade, so that Hamey’s MS. still
remains in tne College Library.”

Mgap. ¢ 1 have beep much amused with

* Called Editio Optima.
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o| [Aviroeanuz /
§ |etainniaay)
-laounNaox |7

the character drawn of Hamey by his bio-
grapher: it is full of quaintness 4nd anti-
thesis ; and, if 1* recollect perfectly, is to
the following effect. ¢ He was a consum.-
mate scholar without pedantry, a complete
philosopher without any taint of infidelity ;
learned without vanity, grave*without mo-
roseness, solemn without preciseness, plea-

* Fron? a portrait of’ Hamey in the diningesroom of
the College.
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sant without levity, regular without forma-
lity, nice without effeminacy, generous
without prodigality, and religious without
hypocrisy.’— These are a few of the learned
physicians who have been the pillars and
ornaments of the profession ; which, so far
from having been cpnsidered formerly a de-
grading one, has not only been patronized
by royal and noble benefactors, but we
boast of some of the latter quality amongst
our own body. The Marquess of Dorches-
ter not only left us his ljbrary, enriched
with the, best books! but was enrolled
amongst our Iellows, assisted at our meet-
ings, and exertéd himself in every possible
way to promote the study of medicine.” —
[My master here grew warm, and turning
round to Mr. Professor Ward, more parti-
cularly addressed himself to him:]— ¢« Why
amongst th'e Athenians there was alaw that
no slave nor woman should dare to study
medicine. Have not the greatest philoso-
pierr of antiquity devoteds themselves to
it? have not Pythagoras, Democri.us, and
Aristotle, written expressly upon botany,
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anatomy, and physic? It is well known
that the inhabitants of Smyrna associated
upon the coins * of that city the names of
their celebrdted physicians With the effigies
of their gods. T am aware that amongst
the Romans our art was not held in such
high esteem ; but it is,well known that in
the time of Julius Ceaesar, when physicians
came from Grecce (the country whence the
Romans derived all their polite learning
and knowledge of the fine arts), they were
complimented vith the freedom of the
Eternal City, a privilege of which that
proud peqple was extremely jealous.”

ArsutH~NoT. ¢ What you have said will
show the dignigy, of our art, and who will
doubt of'its liberality who reflects for a mo-
ment on the generous and $pirited conduct
of our paor friend Garth, whos;e death we
all deplore? To whom but & Physician

* Some envious :mthuary *has lately insinuateq
“that the coins from “hl(h Mead drew this inference
were struck in honour of magistrates and hot df medi-

cal men. . »
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was the, corp's:: of Dryden indebted for a
suitable interment?  We-all recollect how
he caused it to be brought and placed in
our College, proposed and "’ encouraged a
subscription for the“expensc of the funeral,
pronounced an oration over the Temains of
the great Poct, and afterwards attended
the 'solemnity from Wa.rwic’k Lane to West-

4

* Fpom arportrait of Garth by Sir Godffey Kneller,
in the Censor’s Room of the College.
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minster Abbey, where it was conveyed on
the 13th May, 1700, attended by more
than a hundred coaches.

« But Gatrth was indeed the best-natured
of men: besides being a polite scholar,
ever attentive to the honour of the faculty,
and never stooping to pyostitute the dignity
of the profession through mean or sordid
views of self-interest *.”

Meap. ¢ The loss of such a man we
shall all long lament: besides there is some-
thing in the death of a colleague peculiarly
nu.lancho]x I1.s mind has been formed by
the same studies, the same‘motlves must
have actuated ln..s conduct, he must have

* Willno one erect a monument to Garth? e
and his wife are buried undor the communion-table in
the chancel of Iarrow church, with nothing but the
following rude inscription to mark the 8pot:—

« In this Vault Lies ye Body of ye Lady Garth,
Late Wife of Sir b.lmuel Gart:, Kt. Who Dyed yE
1@ of May, In ye vear 1717.

s Sir Samuel Garth,
Obijt jan®: the 18th, 1718.”
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been influenced by the same hopes and
fears, and run pretty nearly the same carecr
in life with ourselves; and at his death we
are forcibly strick with the futitity of all our
plans, the emptiness and littleness of all our
schemes of ambition. I know not when I
have been more affgcted than in reading a
few days ago, the story of the death of Dr.
Fox as told by Hamey, in his Bustorum
aliquot Reliquice. He was a younger son
of Fox the martyrologist, and had been
a warm friend and active patron of Hamcy,
the great benefactor, and, as I may call
him, second foundér of our College. In
that curious 24S. which contains the cha-
racters of his contemporary physicians,
statesmen, and other celebrated persons of
his day, Hamey speaks in.the most pa-
thetic terms of” the death-bed scenc of his
friend, add I will endcavour to recollect
the precise 'Latin expressions in which Fox
takes leave of him. M: amice, vale; cra-
stimus dies liberabit tuem eb his angustiis.
Et vale djxisse iterum, porrectiquecguam su-
“spicabar frigidipre manu, cxpressisse mihi
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lacrymas, meamque illam imbelliam, averso
leviter capite, redarguisse et susurrasse.
Hoccine est philosophari? et fructum pro-
mere tot coloquiorum? Hemey adds, V-
ctus ego dolore et pudore, me domum con-
Jero, arbitratus in ista apnyevie levius fore
audive catera quam videre. But let us
change this mdancholy subject. Tell us,”
addressing Arbuthnot, ¢ are we to expect
another volume of the Memoirs of Mar-
tinus Scriblerus; or are Pope, Swift, and
yourself tired of' the project? I hope there
is not an cnd of agscheme whlch was so
calculated, by ridiculing the abuse of hu-
man learning, to benefit tha,cause of polite
letters.” .

The answer "of that brilliant wit and
scholar was unfavourable j» and it evidently
appeared from the de_;ected tome in which
he spoke, that the change in*the fortunes
of the illustrious triumvirate which had
been occasioned hy the death of Qucan
Anne, had depressed his spirits, and ter-
minated the plan‘.
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Most of the party had now assembled
round Dr. Mcad, to listen to this hasty re-
cital of the merits of the distinguished phy-
sicians of former days. Of the names and
persons of many of those present that even-
ing, I have now no recollection : but, even
at this distance of time, the figure of one
who leaned on the arm of Arbuthnot is di-
stinctly present to my imagination. He
was protuberant before and behind, and
used humorously to compare himself to
aspider; and was sofeeble that he could not,
as I have heard, dress or undress himself,
and was always wrapped up in fur and flan-
nel, besides wearing a boddice ot stiff can-
vas. Iu this description every one will
recognise the form of Pope. He took no
part in the conversation; but his fine,
sharp, and piercing eye, directed as it was
alternately.to the different speakers, indi-
cated that ke felt no common concern in
the subject. But he did not stay long;
pleading as an apoiogy for his departure an
attack of his old enemy the headach, and
the intention of returning to Twicken-
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ham* that evening. As he passed by the
spot in which I was placed, I heard him say
to a friend who accompanied him, and who,
like himself, had just taken leave of Dr.
Mead: I highly esteem and love that
worthy man. His unaffected humanity and
benevolence have stifled much of that envy
which his eminence in his profession would
otherwise have drawn out; and, indeed,
I ought to speak well of his prafession, for
there is no end of my kind trcatment from
the faculty. T lley are in general the most
amiable companions and the best friends,
as well as the most learned men I know.”

The party now moved to a little’distance
to inspect a bust of Harvey, which gny

L]

* This elegant villa had been, recently purchased
by the poet, with part of the money he had received
for his tranglation of the Iliad; an enormous sum in
those days, between five and six thourand pounds :
but what was that in comparison with the hundred
and twenty thousagd pounds which the great pgpulsr
author of the present tipe has received for the various
works with which he has delighted and ihstricted the
world ? .
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master had lately caused tp be executed by
an xcellent hand, from an, criginal picture
in his possession.  “ This bust,” said
Mead, “I intend to present to the College,
to replace ‘in some measure the statue of
Harvey which was erected to him during
his lifetime, and stood in the hall of our
<o, :

% Nowwplaced in the Lilﬁ*ary of the College,
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former building, and which was no doubt
lost in the great fire. I have long thought
it a reproach that we should not at least
possess a bust of kim who, t8 use the strong
and figurative language of the Latin in-
scription, gave motion to the blood, and
origin to animals, and gust ever be hailed
by us Stator Perpetuus.”

Frenp. “ The skill of the sculptor has
been successfully employed here. The
mild features of the old man are well ex-
pressed, and exhibit with fidelity bis candid
and gentlc nature. I see him now, in my
mind’s eye, : *after the surrendet of O).(f'ord to
the Parliament, dl.ld the loss of his warden-
ship of Merton Gollege, in his retirement @t
Richmond. The visit paid him therée by his
intimate friend Dr. Gearge *Ent, is related
in so lively and pleasing a maﬁnel, that
one is almost present at the interview. It

was in the year 1651, when Harvey was
in his seventy-first ycar. " <1 found hisn,’*
says Inte ¢ in his séclusion, not fr from
town, with a sprightly and ¢heerful counte-
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_nance, in étigating, like Democritus, the
nature pfyfhiugs. Asking if all was well
with him, ¢ How can that be ? replied Har-
vey, ¢ when the state is so dgitated with
storms, and I myself am yet in the open
sea? And, indeed,” added he, ¢ were not
my mind solaced by my studies, and the
recollection of the observations I have for-
merly made, there is nothing which should
make me«desirous of a longer continuance.
But thus employed, this obscure life, and
vacation from public cares, which disquiets
other minds, is thes medicine of mine.
Who does not admire,” continued Freind,
‘ the modest altercation that arose between
the great discoverer of the circulation of
tke blood, and Dr. Fut, a.bout the publica-
tion of those most valuable papers con-
taining his Exercitations on the Generation
of Animdis. Onec may imagine him reply-
ing to thé importunity of his friend, that
though, at his advanced age, it was of little
* cousequence what the world thought of his
writings, yet he could never forget, after
the publication, at:Frankfort, in 1628, of
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his doctrine of the circulation of the blood,
that such was the general prejudice against
him as an innovator, that his practice as
a physician sconsiderably detlined. To be
sure, he might look upon himself as recom-
pensed in some degree for the ingratitude
of the public by the regard and favour of
his royal master Charles I. whose attach-
ment to the arts and sciences formed a con-
spicuous part of his character. For the
King, with some of the noblest persons
about the Court, condescended to be spec-
tators and w1tnessu; of his expecriments ;
and, indeced, His Majesty took so much
interest in®his anatomical recearches, that,
with respect to these very inquiriés about
the nature of generatwn, he had received
much assistange from the opportunities af-
forded him of dissecting avast number of
animals, which were killed in the King’s
favourite diversion of stag-hunttg.

“Dr. Ent at last succeeded in obtaining
the papers ; and. concludés the account off
their intgrview by saying, ¢ 1 went, from
him like another Jasor in possession of the

"2
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golden fleece; and when 1 came home, and
perused the pieeces singly, I was amazed
that so vast a treasure should have been so
long hidden.”” -

Mkg. Proressor Warp. “ You mention
the destruction of a former building ; pray,
where did the College mect prior to the
erection of the present edifice in Warwick
Lane? Was it not somewhere in the neigh-
bourhood of St. Paul’s »”

Dr. MEeap. Its,vcr_)} first mectings,
immediately after its establishment in 1518,
were held in the house of Linacre, called
The Stone House, Knight-Rider Street ;
which still belongs to -the College. But
some time afterwards, this not being found
large enough, -a house was taken of the
Dean and-Chapter of St. Paul’s, at the bot-
tom of Amen Corner. It was in the hall
of this mansion p]nat the Fellows placed, in
«December, 165%, the stytuc of Harvey,
which T mentioned as having digappeared
in the dreadful calamity of the great fire.
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* The stone house, No. 5, Knight-Rider Street.
The armorial enSigns of the College are placed be-
tween the two centre windows of the first floor. Their
proper bla7on is as follows : .

Sable, a hand proper, vested argent®issuant out of
clouds in chief of the second, rayonée, Or, feeling the
pulse of an arm in fesse, propery issuant from the siz
nister side of the %hield, vested argent; in bise a
pomegran®e between five demi-fleurs-de-Ys berdering
the edge of the escutcheon,eOr.
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Behind this house was a garden belonging
to the College ; and here Harvey had
built, at his own expense, an elegantly-
furnished Contocation Room; and a Mu-
seum filled with choice books and surgical
instruments.  On the second of February,
1653, he invited the members to a splendid
entertainment, and on that occasion pre-
sented the College with a deed of gift of
the buildings * he had erccted in their gar-

* In March, 1823, the late Earl of Winchilsea pre-
seated to the College some anatomical preparations
which belonged to his ancéstor Dr. Harvey ; for the
niece of Harvey was married to the Lord Chancellor
Nottingham, of whom the late Earl was the direct
descendant, and possessed his property. At Burleigh
on the Hill, where these cueious preparations had
been carefully kept, is a fine pu.ﬂire of the illustrious
physician. Lord Wmchllsea, in presentmg them to
the College of Physxclam, expressed a hope that these
specimens of ‘the scientific researches of Harvey might
be deemed wdrthy of their acceptance, and thought
that they could nowhere be so well placed as in the
bands of that learned kody, of whxch he had been so di-
stmgmshed a member. The preparat.lons themselves
consist uf stx tables or boards, upon whicl are spread
the different nerves and blood-vessels, carefully dis-
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den. After the gencral conflagration of
1666, which, while it destroyed almost the

sected out of the body: in one of, them the semi-
lunar valves of the aorta are disfinctly to be seen.
When Ilarvey delivered his Lumleian Lectures, he
may frequently have exhibited these preparations,
and by their help explained some points of his new
doctrine of the circulation ofvthe blood. They were
most probably made by Harvey himself; and he
nmight have learned the art in Italy, for he studied at
Padua in 1602. A few years afterwards, on his re-
turn to England, he was appointed anatomical and
surgical lecturer to the College of Physicians, and
in 1616, read a course of lectures there, of which
the original manuscripts &re preserved in the British
Museum. In the College of Surgeons are some pre-
parations similar to these of Harvey, which originally
belonged to the Muscum of the Royal Sotiety, kept
at Gresham College. * They were the generous gift of
John Evelyn, Esquire, who bought them at Palua,
where he saw thein, with great industry and exactness
(according to the best methad then used) taken out of
the body of a man, and very curiously® spread upon
four large tables. They were the woek of Fabritius
Bartoletus, then Veslingius’s assistant there, and after-
wards physician to the King ofy Poland. Vide Cata-
logue or Description of the natural and arfificial
Rarities b&onging to thé Royal Society, efc. «By Ne-
hemiah Grew, 1681. .
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whole of the city, consumed our College

Since the time of Harvey, the method of preserv-
ing different parts of the body has undergone many
changes, and mu‘(-himprovemcnt ; and the history of
the art would be a subject of curious investigation.

In the Philosophical Transactions for May 7, 1666,
Mr. Boyle mentions a method he had invented of pre-
serving or embalming the embryo of a chick in a glass
filled with spirit of wine, to which he sometimes added
a little sal armoniack, as he obscrved it never co-
agulated the spirit of wine.

Ruysch, the professor at Amsterdam, if not the dis-
coverer of the use of injections, for the display of vas-
cular and other structure, contributed, together with
the suggestions of De Graafoand Swammerdain, by his
own ingenuity and industry, to introduce that import-
ant practice among anatomists. Ilis museum became
ultimately,the most magnificent that any private indi-
vidual had ever, at that time, 2ccumulated, and was
theeresort of visitors of every desaviption.  Generals,
ambassadors, princes, and even kings, were happy in
the opportunity of «isiting it. It was purchased in
1717, by the,Czar Pcter the Great, for thirty thou-
sand florins, angl sent to Petersburg.

Dr. Frank Nicholls, who married a daughter of
Mead's, was the inven.t.;or of corroded anatomical pre-
Parations. He was at one time professor of anatomy
at Oxford, and author of a treatise De Animd Me-
dicd.
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and the greatest part of our Library *, the
meetings of the Fellows were generally
held at the house of the President: but
three yearsesafterwards, a pfé’cc of ground
having been purchased in Warwick Lane,
the College was begun to be built there,
in 1670, and in four ycars was completed.
It was opened, as it would appear, without
any particular cercmony, on the twenty-
fifth of February, 1674, under -the presi-
dency of Sir George Ent, the physician of

* Onc hundred and twelve folio books were saved
from the flames. About tch years before this calamity,
the College of Physicians had been enriched by the will
of Sir Theodore Mayerne, who left his Library to them.
This prosperous physician, who enjoyed the singular ™
honour of having beén, physician to four kings, viz.
Henry IV. of Fraifce, James I. Charles L. and Charles
IL. of England, died very rich. It is said he left be-
hind him £10,000 more than Radcliffe. He was
a man of siné.;ular address, and distingdfished for his
knowledge of chemistry and natural pillosophy. The
famous enamel painter Petitot, when in England, was
introduced by Mavu‘nc to Chardes I. and was mdebted
also to him for many valuable hints as to the prmclpal
colours to%e used for enamcl, and the buw teans of
vitrifying them. -
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whrose visit to the imm('n.:‘tql Harvey, Dr.
Freind has just given us so interesting an
account.” o

The library of Dr. Mead never, witnessed
a more brilliant assembly than this; at
least the conversation which I have en-
deatoured to relate made a great impression
upon rse

* Old Cellege, Warwick Lane.
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I do not mean, as was said before, to
dwell upon the detajls of the private prac-
tice of Dr. Mcad ; for, to tell the truth, 1
have long” been (to use one of our new-
fangled I'rench words) rather blas¢ on the”
topic of medwdl cases. How, indeed, gan
it be otherw1sc with me, who have seen
five generations of physictans; and must,
therefore, have infinitely more %experience
than any doctor who ever exilted? One
hundred and thirty years have elapsed
since I first became connécted with physic?

. .
* Interior of Mead’s Library; from alﬁ-ﬁgmving
in the British Museum. ° ’
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for I am almost coeval with the College in
Warwick Lane; having made my first ap-
pearance ﬁfte(een years only after the com-
pletion of that‘buﬂdmg ; and tan only be
said to have completely retired from the
bustle of practice within the last two or
three years. With the usual appearance
of the symptoms of diseases, the ordinary
remedies prescribed, and the common to-
pics of consolation and advice, I soon be-
came, even from the very commencement
of my carcer, very familiar; it was there-
fore only by somc very extraordinary case
indeed, or by attending some very remark-
able patlcnt that I fdt much ‘intcrested.
Of the 'latter description was the illness
of ¢hat great and good nian, Sir Isaac New-
ton. In 17206, early in the month of March,
Mr. Conduitt cilled upon my master, and
carried hitm, together with My. Chescl-
den ¥, to K'ensington,' where Sir Isaac had

o« ¥ Jhis eminent sutgeon and anatomist was chosen
Follow of the Royal Society at the e.u'ly age of twenty-
three ytu®; and soon _)ustlﬁed their choite by a va-
riety of curious andguseful communications. He was
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shortly before taken a house for the be-
nefit of his health.

It was my lot often to-be in company
with the eminent surgeon -Whose name 1
have now mentioned ; for the public seemed

chief surgeon of St. Thomas’s Hospital ; was also con-
sulting surgeon of St. George's Hospital and the West-
winster Infirmary, and had the honour of being ap; ‘
pointed principal surgeon to Queen Caroline, by whom
he was highly esteemed. He was much distinguished
for his skill as a lithotomist, and added also greatly to
his reputation by couching a lad of nearly fourteen
years of age, who Was either born blind, or had lost
his sight so early as to have no recollection of ever
having seen. The observations made by the patient,
after obtaining the blessing of sight, are singularly cu-
rious, and have been much reasoned upon’by several”
writers on vision.  Stiwgery is much indebted to (’3!10..
selden for the simplivity which he introduced into it.
In his own practice he was guided by consummate
skill, was perfectly master? of his hand, fruitful in
resources, prepared for all events, operating with
remarkable dexterity and coolness. 1Te was, in the
strict sense of the term, a great surgeon; and, being
a man of singular Ldn(l()lll‘ and humanity, and foml of
the polite arts, wits honourul hy the inendﬂhlp and
acquaintmte of men of genius and taste, ~o%
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universally to have adopted the sentiment
of the popular poet of the day:

« 1Nl try whMead and Cheselden advise.”

Pork.

Consequently, in most complicated cases of
importance, requiring the united skill and
attendance of a physician and surgeon, these
two celebrated practitioners were called in
to consultation.

On our first interview, it was pronounced
that the illness of Sir Isaac arose from stone
in the bladder, and no,hop::s were given of
his recovery; and yet, to look upon the great
philesopher, though now in his éighty-ﬁfth
year, he had the bloom and colour of a young
man, had never worn spectacles, nor lost
more than one tooth duriﬁg" his whole life.
Besides being blessed with a very happy and
vigorous constitution, he had been very tem-
perate in his dict, though we did not learn
that he had ever observed any regimen.
I{e was of middle stature, and at this time
plump, in his person; had a very lively and
piercing eye, a c.omel.y and gracious aspect,
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and a fine head of hair, as white as silver,
without any baldness, and when his peruke
was off, he had truly a mdst venerable ap-
pearance. On inquiry we sound, that for
some ycars before his present illness, he
had suffered so much from the same dis-
order, that he had put down his chariot,
and had gonc out always in a chair; had
lett off dining abroad, or with much com-
pany at home. He ate little flesh; lived
chiefly upon broth, vegetables, and fruit,
of which latter he always partook very
heartily. Notwnthstandnm his present infir-
mitics had been gradually increasing upon
him, nothing could induce him to absent
himself entirely from town, and he had con-"
tinued to go ().c%"asionally to the Mint, .al-
though his nephew had for the last ycartrans-
acted the business there for him. It appeared
that on the last day of the preceding month
he had gone to town, in order to be present,
at a mecting of the Royal Society : on the
next day Mr. Conduitt told us that heshad
seen him, and thought he had not ohserved
him in better health lor many years; that
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Sir Isaac was sensible of it himself, for that
he had told him, smiling, that he had slept
the Sunday before, from eleven at night to
eight in the t?l'timing, without tvaking ; but
that the great fatigue he had endured in
going to the Socicty, in making and re-
ceiving visits, had brought on his old com-
plaint violently upon him. He had re-
turned to Kensington on the Saturday
following.  This was the statement we
received; and we found him suffering great
pain.  But though the drops of sweat ran
down from his face with anguish, he never
complained, or cried out, or showed the
least signs of peevishness or impatience.
“On the contrary, during the short intervals
between these violent fits of torture, he
smiled, and talked with my master with his
usual cheerfuliress. On Wednesday, the
fiftecenth of March, he seemed a little bet-
ter ; aud sofne faint hopes were entertained
of his recovery. On Saturday, the eigh-
veenth, he read the newspapers, and held
a pretiylong discoursewith Dr. Mead, and
had all his sensey perfect 5 but at six o'clock
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on that evening he became insensible, and
remained so during the whole of Sunday;
and died on Monday, the twentleth, be-
tween one ‘and two o’clock in the morn.
mng.

On the accession of George the Second,
Dr. Mead was made ope of the royal phy-
sicians, and was for many years cogaged in
the constant hurry of an extensive and suc-
cessful practice. By his singular humanity
and goodness of heart he conquered cven
envy itselt’; and,it was acknowledged by all
who knew him, that few princes have shown
themselves  equally gencrous and  liberal
in promoting science, and encouraging_
lecarned men.  He threw open his gallery
in the morning for the benefit of students
in painting and sculpture; and was in the
habit of even lending«the best of his pic-
tures to artists to copy. If any liteérary
work was going on, lje contributed all in his
power to its perfection. For instance, he ac-
commodated the learned Dr. Zachary Grey
with the loan ot his original pictuse.of But-
ler, the author of ludibrag, (by Mr. Soest,

Tl
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a famous Dutch painter), for the use of
the engraver. He constantly kept in his
pay a number Jf artists and scholars, and
scarcely a curious undertaking appeared
during the period of his success, that did
not find a patron in Mead.

Knowing that Mr. Carte (who was ac-
cused of high treason, and for whose appre-
hension a thousand pounds had been of-
fered) had fled to Paris, resided there under
the borrowed name of Phillips, and was em-
ployed in collecting materigls for an English
translation of Thuanuse my master perceived
that his plan might be enlarged ; and satis-
_fying Mr. Carte for the pains he had alr cady
“taken ( ]n etio haud exiguo, as our librarian
Mzr. Hocker used to say}, he employed M.
Buckley to complete the work. In the first
French cdition, passages offensive to the
nobility of that nation had been omitted ;
but these were now restored, and a splen-
did and complete edition printed at Mead’s
‘txprense.

Heauas also one of “the first subscribers
to the Foundling Hospital ; that noble in-
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stitution, which will for ever endecar the
name of Captain Coram to this country.
Guy, the wealthy cmzen', was also per-
suaded by my master to lay out his im-
mense fortune in building that hospital in
the Borough which bears his name.

With respect to science, no discovery
was made in which he did not take a lively
interest. In the year 17406, the experi-
ments tending to illustrate the nature and
propertics of electricity were made by Mr.
atterwards Sir William Watson ; and he was
present on a remarRable occasion, to wit-
ness the gffects of the Leyden phial, then
newly invented. It was in the houge of the,
ingenious philosopher whose name has just
been mentioned,sin Aldersgate Street ; #hd
here, amongst’a large concourse of people,
[ saw the Duke of Camberland, recently
returned $rom Scotland, take the shock
with the point of the sword with which he
had fought ¢he battle of Gulloden.

Two or three years after this T witnessed
thefamots experimentsmade on thehames
and at Shooter’s-hill, in the-presence of the

12 °
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President and several of the Fellows of the
Royal Society; in one of which the elec-
trical circuit _was made to extend four
miles, and the result of the ‘experiment
was, that the velocity of electricity seemed
to be instantaneous.

The hospitality of Mead was unbounded;;
and consequently his housekeeping ex-
penses were very great: for, not content
with the reception of his own friends and
acquaintances, he kept also a very handsome
second table, to which persons of inferior
quality were invited. “The consequence of
this was, that notwithstanding the consider-
able gains derived from his profession (for
several years he made betweul £5000 and
£6000, and during onc rear he received
£7000), he did not dic so rich as might
have bccn expected. The total amount
left at his _death, including the receipts
of the sale of his librar y, picturcs, statues,
&c. (which were between £15,000 and
‘.’s&’l’i)’,OO()) was about £50,000: but this
SUm Wao materially diminished by“the pay-
ment of his debts.
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With respect to his manner of living,
when not engaged at home, he generally
spent his evenings at Batson’s Coffee-
House ; and in the forenoons, apothecaries
used to come to him, at Tom’s, near Co-
vent Garden, with written or verbal reports
of cases, for which he prescribed without
seeing the patient, and took half-guinea
fees.

The last work he published, which was in
1751, was entitled Medical Precepts and
Cautions; in which, with great candour
and simplicity,-he enumerated all the dis-
coveries that long practice and experience
had opened to him concerning diseases and
their cures; and concluded with many sa-
lutary dircctions "for prescrving the Iody
and mind peYfect and entire to a good old-
age. 'This he attained lnmself' and pre-
served till within three years of| his death his
intellectual powers in a state of perfection.
Then he became very gorpulent, and his
faculties were Visibly impaired. But his
kindness of heart never deserted- him. I
shall never forget a piece of insolence on
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the part of one of his servants, who doubt-
less presumed on his master’s known good
nature and forgiving disposition. Dr. Wat-
son was sitting with Mead in 'his library,
when the latter wishing to read something,
looked about for his spectacles, for his eye-
sight had become vary bad ; and not readily
finding them, asked his servant for them :
upon which the man gave them to him
with great rudeness, saying at the time,
* You are always losing your things.” How
I longed to have knocked the fellow down
for his brutality ! -

., Dr. Mead died on the sixteenth of Fe-
bruary, 1754, in his eighty-first year, and
wa. buried in the Temple Church.
After his death, it was said of him, that
of all phy%icians who had cver flourished,
he gained the most, spent the most, and
enjoyed the highest fame during his life-
time, not only in_his own but.in foreign
countries.



CITAPTER III

Dr. Askew had been in his youtn a great
traveller ; at least” he was so considered in
those days, fer he had becn absent from.
England three years, and Bad, during that
time, visited Hungary, and *resided at
Athens and Constanginople. To the latter
place he had accompanied Sir James Por-
ter, then ambassador to the Porte.e In
consequ®nce of thiese peregrinations, he
was regarded on his return to his native



120 ASKEW, [cHAP. 111

country as no ordinary person, but one
who had enjoyed most unusual advantages,
and very rare $pportunities of acquiring
knowledge. This will perhaps hardly be
credited at the present moment, when it is
scarcely possible to turn the corner of a
street without meeting an Englishman re-
cently arrived, either from the borders of
the Dead Sea, the cataracts of +he Nile, or
the ruins of Palmyra. Interviews with the
Beys and Pashas of the empire of Maho-
met have now-a-days sueceeded to the
usual presentations at the courts of the
Continent ; and the camel, the firman, and
the T‘utdl,‘ have been substituted for the
01d1n.uy facilities of the poste, the pass-
ports, and couriers of the tbeaten roads of
civilized Europe. Nor is this spirit of en-
terprise (.onﬁncd to the gentlemen of Kng-
land, but pouadcs alike the sefter sex.
One lady of rank and great talent has
taken up her permanent abode at the con-
vent* of Mar Elias, on Mount Lebanon ;
another has accompanied her husband and
family of young children, nurse-maids and
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all, across the drecary desert, from Cairo to
Jerusalem; while a third, of still more ad-
venturous spirit, has climifd, by the help
of a ladder of ropes, to the summit of Pom-
pey’s pillar. A fow years only have clapsed
since an English lady of fashion was con-
fined at Athens, gave te her infant son the
name of Atticus, and, when sufficiently re-
covered, resumed with her husband her
Journey through the enchanting scenery of’
Grecce; the child occupying one side of a
pair of panniersy while a favourite dog re-
posed on the other.® But these prodigies
were reseryed for modern days.

Onc of the immediate results 6f) the tra.,
vels of Dr. Askew was the 0\cellent oppor-
tunity it Aﬂorded him of gratifying the
favourite pursuit for wluch he was carly *
distinguished, of col]eétm‘r l)00ks, manu-
scripts, amd inscriptions. At lzmls, on his
way home from his eastern expedition, he
laid the foundation of his Jibrary, which be-
came afterwards’ so celebrated : for, in °the
love of books, he resembled Dr. Mead, for
whom he entertained a sort of filial vene-
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ration, and to whom he had, when a very
young man, and while studying physic
at the university of Leyden, dedicated his
specimen of an edition of Zschylus. At
the sale of my late master’s library, he had
becn one of the most distinguished of the
emptores literarii, and, even during his life-
time, had purchased all his Greek manu-
scripts, for which he paid the sum of five
hundred pounds.

Not content with possessing himself as
much as possible of his books, statues, and
other curiosities, he Wid all he could to
preserve the lincaments, and perpetuate
the memory of the person of his deccased
friend.  For this purpose he procured
Rdubiliac to make a bust of him, which he
"presented to the College of IYhysicians.

No one 'could be better acquainted with
the real features of Dr. Mead than myself;
and I pronounce this bust of him to be so
like, that, whenever it is beforesme, it sug-
gesfs the strongest idea of the original ;
and, indeed, when the marble came home,
Dr. Askew was so highly pleased with its
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execution, that t'hough he had previously
agreed with the sculptm for £50, he offer cd
him £100 as the reward of his successtul
talent; when, to his astonishtent, the
sordid Frenchman exclaimed st was not
enough, and actually sent in a bill for
£108. 25.! The demand, even to the pdd

* Now’in the Censor’s Room of the College.
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shillings, was paid, and Dr. Askew enclosed
the reccipt to Hogarth, to produce at the
next meeting of artists.

My present master never practised any
where but in London : but his father, Dr.
Adam Askew, was a celcbrated physician
at Newecastle-upon-Cyne, where he enjoyed
a great provincial reputation, and lived to
a good old age. With reference to him,
a conversation which occurred at a literary
party in the metropolis excited a laugh at
the time, and was to the following cffect :
Some one of the company having remarked
that my master, Dr. Askew, lpoked very
All—but “indeed, from his advanced age
(whereas he was not then fifty) he could
nd: be expected to last a long time — «Pos-
sibly not,” replied a gentlemdn with a smile,
“but I dined with- his father about a fort-
night since at Newcastle, and he appeared
to be in perfect health.”

From the Library of Dr. Mead, in Or-
‘mohd Street, [ had remotved but a short
distance, and could scarcely be said to be
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sensible of any change in the scholastic air
of my present abode.

Our house in Queen Sduare was cram-
med full of hooks. We could dispense with
no more. Qur passages were full; even
our very garrets overflowed ; and the wags
of the day used to say,ethat the half of the
square itself would have done so, before
the book appetite of Dr. Askew would have
been satiated.

We saw a great deal of company, at-
tracted as well by the abundant luxuries
with which my masta’s table was furnished,
as by the classical conversations and learned
accounts of curiosities which he Hd brought
with him from his very interesting travels
in (ncccc,.—Among the literary pedple
who were most frequently there, I may®
mention Archbishop M‘arkh'am, Sir William
Jones, Ds. Farmer, Demoqthencs Taylor,
and Dr. Parr. Dy these dmtmgun'led per-
sons Dr. Askew was consiglered as a scholar
of refined taste; sound knowledge, and ind
defatigallle rescarch into every thing con-
nected with Grecian and Roman learning.
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As a collector of books he was the first who
brought bibliomania into fashion ; and no
one exhibited his various treasures better
than himself. The eager delight with
which he produced his rare editions, his
large-paper copics, his glistering gems and
covetable tomes, would have raised him
high in the cstimation of the Roxburghe
Club. As specimens of his wealth in this
line, I may enumerate —

His Platonis Opera, apud Aldum, 2 vol.
fol. 1513, Edit. Prin. onspotless vellum;
the ink of which was of the finest lustre,
and the whole typographical arrangement
_a masterpicce of printing.

His Boccacio, la Teseide, Ferar. 1475,
Pruna Edizione, which was then considered
-an unique copy, and was sold after his death
for £85. , What it ‘would have fetched un-
der the sceptre of Mr. Evans cannot even
be conjectured ! .

His Ciceronis, Opera omnix Oliveti, 9
‘vol quarto, 1740; charta’maxima.

Thesc were amongst many others which
I cannot now specify, but which were then
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regarded as rare, magnificent, giants, im-
perial, atlas, elephant, princes of editions !!
As no one had enjoyed® greater oppor-
tunities, posSessed more sufficient means to
gratify his taste, or had an acuter discri-
mination, the Bibliotheca Askeviana was
well known to all, both at home and abroad,
who were in the least eminent for biblio-
graphical research. And as he had expressed
a wish that his books might be unreservedly
submitted to sale after his deccase, the pub-
lic became ultimgtely benefited by his pur-
suits, and many a collection was afterwards
cnriched by an Ezemplar Askevianum.
The sale (apud S. Baker ct G."Leigh, in,
vico dicto York Street, Covent (xzu den,
Februar. 1775) o&upied twenty days. e
But the library of my present master was
not, as I have said before, thé only attraction
which our, house afforded : to many of his
guests, the recital of his adventures during
his travels abroad was a constant source of
amusement ; and we saw most forcigtters’
who cam@ tc London. Dr. Askew had been
in the East, and so vague and magnificent
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was the opinion formed at that time of an ori-
ental traveller, that I verily believe he was
supposed to hate been able to speak all the
languages of that quarter of the globe. It
was Irom some such notion as this that they
brought to him a Chinese, by name Chequa,
who(however imparfect their oral communi-
cation might be) secemed so grateful for the
attention and kindness he had received, that
hie requested before his departure from Eng-
land to be permitted to make a model of
the Doctor in his robes ; ;which being rea-
dily granted, we sat(to the stranger: and
this is the specimen of his ingenuity, ren-
dered wit.: Chinese fidclity.

" From what has been said of the pursuits
ofeDr. Askew, it may be inferred that much
of his time was employed in his library, and
dedicated to the conversation of literary
men ; but he was not centirely .inattentive
to pr ofessional engagements, and I took of
course no small interest in watching the

‘progress of medicine, atd becoming ac-
quainted with the rising and eminent phy-
sicians of the day.  Amongst others, there
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# This model is about 12 inches high, is of unbakgd
potters’ clay, and s {4 now in the possession of Sir Lucas
Pepys, Hart., whose lady is the daughter of Dr,
Askew.
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was one who had settled in London two
years before Dr. Askew, and who rapidly
got into great business, which he followed
with unremitting attention above thirty
years, for he lived many years after the
death of the former. He recommended to
the College of Physicians the first design
of their Medical Transactions ; was the au-
thor of several papers in them, also of some
in the Philosophical Transactions of the
Royal Socicty, as well as of Commenta-
ries on the History and Cure of Diseases.
— But, though rendcged eminent by his
talents as a physician, he conferred a more
valuable and permanent lustre on his pro-
fession by the worth and excellence of his
private character. Iromi his early youth
« Dr. William Heberden had entertained a
deep sense of religion, a consummate love
of virtue, an ardent thirst after knowledge,
‘and an earnest desire to promote the wel-
fare and happiness of all mankind. By
these qualities, accompanied with great
sweetness of manners, he acquired ¢he love
and esteem of all good men, in a degrec
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which perhaps very few have experienced ;
and after passing an active life with the
uniform testimony of a goed conscience, he
became a distinguished example of its influ-
ence, in the cheerfulness and serenity of
his latest age. In proof of these assertions
I will mention an aneodote of him which,
though now perhaps almost forgotten, some
how or other transpired at the time, and
was duly appreciated by his contemporaries.
After the death of Dr. Conyers Middleton,
(whom I have had occasion to speak of be-
fore, as the author of the attack on the dig-
nity of physic, which was so warmly and
triumphantly repelled by Dr. #ead), his
widow catled upon Dr. Heberden with a
MS. treatise qff her late husband, ahout
the publication of which she was desirouse
of consulting him. The 'rehglon of Dr.
Middleton had always been Justly sus-
pected, and it was quite certdin that his °
philosophy Jhad never taught him candour.
Dr. Heberden +having perused the MS.s
which was on the inefficacy of prayer, told

the -lady that though the work might be
x2 .
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deemed worthy of the learning of her de-
parted husband, its tendency was by no
means creditable to his principles, and
would be injurious to his memory; but as
the matter pressed, he would ascertain what
a publisher might be disposed to give for
the copyright. This he accordingly did;
and having found that £150 might be pro-
cured, he himself paid the widow £200,
and consigned the MS. to the flames,



PITCAIRN.

CHAPTER 1IV.

WhEN the Radcliffe Library ®as opened
at Oxford, which was done April 18th,
1749, with greaf §olemnity, the degree of
Doctor of Medicine was conferred by di=*
ploma upon Dr. William Pftcairg; and the
College of Physicians hastened to adopt
him, in the following year, into their cor- ¢
porate body, and transfer his name from
the list of Liebntiates into that of *Fel
lows.— He resided, during the latter part
of his life, in Warwick Court, Warwick
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Lane, practised physic for nearly half a
century, and was for several years Pre-
sident of the College. But in the interval
that elapsed from the death of Dr. Askew,
which happened in the year 1774, till I
was bequeathed to the late Dr. Baillie, I
was chiefly in the possession of Dr. David
Pitcairn. The acquaintance of these two
last mentioned Physicians began when Pit-
cairn was studying at Glasgow ; and as the
difference of their years became less in pro-
portion to their whole ages, it gradually
changed into the warmest friendship, which
continued during the rest of their lives.
Before Bavid Pitcairn took his Doctor’s
degree at Cambridge, he was elected Phy-
sicien to St. Bartholomew*: Hospital ; and
s.bout the year 1780 may be dated the com-
mencement of his private medical practice.
By the death of Dr. Warren, he was placed
at the head of his profession in London. He
resided many yearsin Lincoln’s Inn Fields,
#ad.was early admitted a-.Fellow of the
Royal and Antiquariart Societies.t 1 will
endeavour to describe one of the most re-
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markable evenings past at a mecting of the
first of these learned bodies.

In the time of Dr. Megd, the Royal So-
ciety met in one of the Professors’ Rooms
at Gresham College; and many of the:
Members used to dine at Pontac’s, in Ab-
church Lane. The house was kept by a
Frenchman, who had been cook to M. Pon.
tac, president of the parliament of Bour-
deaux ; and who, from respect to the me-
mory of his master, hung up his cffigies
as the outward, sign of his place of enter-
tainment. Since tlje apartments in Somer-
sct House were allotted to the meetings of
that scientific body, the Club,ewhich con-
sists of the more sclect of the So&icty, have
for many yearsgcdined at the ncighboyring
tavern, the Crown and Anchor; where, 2§,
half’ past five o’clock on* each Thursday™
previous to the sitting ‘of the Society, you |
are sure of meeting with vefy indfferens
cheer, but, excellent compaay. On the 7th
April, 1791, J accompanied Dr. Difcaisn
to theetavern, and met there Prince Po-
niatowsky, who had been invited as a
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guest. Sir Joseph Banks was in the chair.
His Highness appeared about fifty, had a
good face, was of middling stature, was
dressed in black, had the order of Malta in
*his button-hole, and wore his hair in a
round curl. — When the dinner was over,
after the usual toast, ¢ the King,” Sir Jo-
seph proposed the health of the King of
Poland, which was drunk by the company.
Soon after, the Prince took an opportunity
of the President’s getting up for a moment
or two from table, to propese Sir Joseph’s
health.— From the tavern we adjourned to
the apartments of the Royal Society in
Somerset House, where the distinguished
stranger, who had been balloted for on the
precgding Thursday, was ddmitted a Fel-
law, as a sovereign prince, by the title of
" Duke de Lowitz! The President addressed
him as Prince Primate of Poland; and he
‘was styled iri the minutes, * His Highness
Prince Michael Poniatowsky, Prince Pri-
matesf Paland, Ar'chbishopbf Gnesna, and
sovereign of the principality of Lowitz.
When the meeting broke up, my master
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accompanied a very intelligent friend and
Physician in his carriage home, and the
discourse naturally turned so the subject of
the eminent foreigner whom they had that
evening seen. “ You kncw,” said Dr. Sa-
muel Foart Simmons, ¢ that the Prince is
the brother of the present King of Poland,
and since his arrival in England I have
seen a great deal of him, as he has done me
the honour of inviting me frequently to his
table. The motive of his visit to England
at this moment ig, to absent himself during
the present session gof the Diet, that he
may avmd all interference in the question
now dgltated relative to the succession.
My introduction to him was through Dr.
Szaster, a Poligh® Physician, whom ¢he
Prince had met at Paris, and who is mucl.:
csteemed by him, and who was recom.
mended tq me by some of my friends. My
first visit to His Hjghness, at’ his house,
No. 11, Soho Square, wluch had been taken
ready furnished- for him,’ was in .company
with Dr? Grieve, who from his residence in
Russia and Poland, and his consequent ac-
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quaintance with the languages and customs
of those parts of Europe, hasrendered him-
self very agreeable and highly useful. As
a Polish dinner given in London was quite
a novelty to myself, and perhaps may be so
to you, I will describe it minutely. I was
invited for four o’clock, and our party con-
sisted of six: beforc we sat down to table
a glass of Dantzick liqueur was handed
round on a waiter, with which, as a foreign
custom, we readily complied.,

“ On taking our seats, the Prince placed
himself at the head, and I took a chair on
his right hand, while Ilis Highness’s Phy-
sician sat at the bottom and carved. Two
dishes of oysters were first placed on the
table, and a servant then handed round a
splate of lemons, cut into halves. I was go-
"ing to drink a gluss of wine with Dr. Grieve,
for decanters of wine stood on, the table

‘near us; but the Prince pleasantly ob-
served, that he hoped as Physicians we
would exguse him il he reminded us of an
old Polish opinion, that beer and a0t wine
should be drunk immediately after oysters.
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When the oysters were taken away, a tureen
of soup, called by the Poles bosck, made of
milk and beet-root, and daving an acid
smell, was placed at top, bouilli at bottom,
and a dish of boiled tongue, sliced and
mixed with vegetables, in the middle. The
Physician cut slices of sthe bouilli into the
dish, which a servant carried round to the
company : the same ceremony,was also ob-
served with respect to the other dish. Then
slices of buttered French: roll, covered with
a chocolate-coloyred powder, which I un-
derstood to be gratgd hare, were handed
about. — After the sccond course, which
consisted of fritters, roast turkey, and some
made dish in the middle, the dessert was
put upon the tgblé, and the scervants with-
drew. The Prince was in excellent hu

mour, cxtremely communicative, and the
conversatipn became interesting.

“ He had dined a few days before with ¢
the Archbishop of Canterbury, who had
told him an anecdote which had plaased
him so much, that he had communicated it
in a letter he had just written, and which
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was going by the next post to Poland. Be-
fore he sealed his letter, His Highness read
that part of it te us. It related to a dra-
matic writer whose play had been a good
deal applauded, and who was informed that
on a particular night a great philosopher
and mathematician was to be present at its
performance. ¢ This,’” said the author, ¢is
the man for me: I shall long to hear what
he says of my play. The opinion of such
a judge will be really worth having.’ The
mathematician took his seat in the centre of
the pit; and when the performance was over,
the author was anxious to have his opinion
of the piece. I find,’ said the philosopher,
“that such an actress has pronounced 3284
wonds, that such an actor thas pronounced
Q864,’ &c. ; and this was the only reply that
~ the mortified dramatist could obtain.

« The Prince continued his, amusing
‘anecdotes, and related to us that one of
his brothers had engaged a Frenchman as
& partry-cook, in which art- he greatly ex-
celled, but who was so drunken % fellow
that a sentinel was always placed at the door



[ 4

Y v
CHAP. 1V.] PITCAIRN. 141

to prevent his getting strong liquors before
he had finished his work. At length, how-
ever, his frequent intoxicagion became in-
tolerable, afid it was necessary to discard
him. He went to Dantzick, where he
found a vessel bound to Petersburgh, in
which he embarked ; and, on his arrival in
that city, accidentally heard of a nobleman
near Moscow, who was in want of a pre-
ceptor for his son. The pdtissier offered
his services, was accepted, and travelled in
an clegant coagh to his destination. Of
Italian, which he wag to teach, he knew not
a word; but being a native of Provence,
he spoke the dialect of that part of Irance.
This he taught his pupil, and was for some
time in great grédit. But the nobleman
having at length a visitor who spoke Italiar:,
the impostor was detected, and he was ig-
nominiougly driven out of the family. For
some months he rambled about Tartary,and
lived on the hospitality of different hordes;
but after an absence of more .than, two
years, finding his way back into Poland, he
threw himself at the feet of his old master,
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and was taken again into his service, upon
promising better behaviour in future.

“We now adjpurned to another room, and
drank our coffee, after which frankincense
was burned before the Prince, who ex-
pressed a wish that we should not be in
a hurry to depart.s In the course of the
evening it appeared that he did not think
very favourably of the English writing tra-
vellers ; particularly ¢ ces gouverneurs,” as
he called them, who eagerly catch up every
thing they hear in conversation, for the
sake of printing it. ‘Lhe English minister
at Warsaw had observed to him, that he
found himself oftentimes situated awk-
wardly enough with his raw young coun-
trymen ; but that this was_nothing when
eompared with the trouble he had when
they came accompanied with a travelling
pedant as their tutor.
< Speaking of his brother, his Highness
told us that he could speak English before
Lis arrival in this country, which was in
1754 ; and added that George the-Second,
upon being informed that the king of Po-
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land had remained a certain number of
months at Paris, previous to his coming to
England, asked why his Majesty had stayed
there so long. ¢ To learn English,” was the
reply.

“ The conversation having turned on
Russia, the Prince spoke of a certain cour-
tier there, who, when Biron was disgraced,
said, ¢ Ay, that fellow was the cause of' my
losing two of my teeth.” ¢ How su?’ said
sor hady. ¢ Why, because a dentist came
here whom he patronised ; and in order to
pay my court to Birop, I sent for that man
to draw two of my teeth.” We next talked
of Potemkih, who is said to have seduced
five or six of his nieces, one after the other,
an1 then to have married them off, excapt
tl : youngest, who is now his mistress.»
He has the reputation. of *having always
kept up his influence with the’ empress,
notwithstanding her favours hade been be- '
stowed on sp many others since his time,
and of having always contrived ta getshis®
successors discarded whenever he found
them acquiring too much power. Before
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we left, the Prince desired his secretary to
bring out his orders; viz. his Order of the
White Eagle, and that of Malta, both in
brilliants, the latter of which°was most ad-
mirably set.”

Here the Doctor left off speaking, and
we reached home.,

Prince Poniatowsky remained in Eng-
land till June 18th, when he set out on his
return to Warsaw. On his way through
Holland he received intelligence of the re-
volution in Poland. The journcy he had
undertaken had originated in the circum-
stances which had paved the way for this
event. At the opening of the Diet, he had
‘pronouriced a discourse which had directed
the eyes of his countrymen to their real

u political situation, and this had gained him
many encmies: He was now going back
to share in the short-lived general joy. For
this suddén and ill-concerted attempt to
withdraw the kmgdom of Poland from un-

«deg the influencé of Rusgia ultimately in-
volved the exhausted republic <n an un-
prosperons war, and was shortly afterwards
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followed by the loss of the fine and fertile
provinces of the Lesser Poland and Lithu-
ania *,

* The fate of Poland is well known. The destiny
of the family bearing the name of Poniatowsky has
been equally disastrous. At the battle of Leipsic,
wounded, and while covering the retreat of the
French army, in attemptihg to leap the narrow
strcam which flows past that city, Prince Joseph
Poniatowsky fell, and was drowned., A simple mo-
nument is erected to him in a garden, on the bank of
the river wherc he perished, with this inscription
wpon jt:

Iic
In Urddis Elystri
Josernus PoNiATowsky
Princeps .

Summus Exercitlis Polonorum Prasfectus, ¢
Imperii Gallici Margschallus, Tribus Vulneribus
Letiferis acceptis, Ultimus ex Acie discedens
Duin reeceptum migni Gallorum Exercitus tuetur,
Vita Gloriz et Patri sacrata functus est
. Die 19 Octobris; An. 1813,

Anno /Etatis Impleto 59.
P(’)pularis Populari, Duci Miles,
Hoc Monumentum, Lachrymis suis irrigatuln,
Posuit
ALEXANDER RozNiEckr.
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The success of Dr. Pitcairn in practice
was great, and though one or two other
Physicians might possibly derive more pe-
cuniary emolument than himself, certainly
no onc was so frequently requested by his
brethren to afford his aid in cases of difhi-
culty. He was perfectly candid in his opi-
nions, and very frank in acknowledging the
extent of his confidence in the efficacy of
medicine. To a young friend, who had
very recently graduated, and, who had ac-
companied him from London to visit a lady,
ill of a consumption, jn the country, and
who, on their return, was cxpressing his
surprise at «the apparent inertnéss of the
prescription, which had been left behind,
(which was nothing moré¢ than infusion of
mwses, with a little additional mincral acid),
he made this teply, «The last thing a
physician learns, in the course of his cx-
‘perience, is to know when to do nothing,
but quietly to wait, and allow pature and
time to have fair play, in clrecking the pro-
gress of discase, and gradually restoting the
strength and health of the patient.” His
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manner was simple, gentle, and dignified ;
from his kindness of heart, he was ftre-
quently led to give more;attentiou to his
patients than could well be demanded
(rom a physician; and as this evidently
sprung from no interested motive, he often
acquired considerable influence with those
whom he had attended during sickness.
No medical man, indeed, of !liS eminence
in London perhaps ever excreised his pro-
fession to such a degree gratuitously. Be-
sides, few persons ever gained so extensive
an acquaintance wigh the various orders of
society.  He associated much with gentle-
men of e law, had a taste foréhe fine arts,
aud his employment as a physiclan in the
largest  hospital *in the Kingdom, made
known to him a very great number of poe-
sons of every rank angd description in lite?
Iis persgn was tall and’ crect ; *his counte-
nance during youth was a mollel of manly
beauty, agd even in advanced life he was
accounted remgrkably hindsome. Byt thee
prospeous views ihat all these combined
) L
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advantages might reasonably open to him
were not of long endurance.

I11 health obliged him to give up his pro-
tession and quit his native codntry. He
embarked for Lisbon in the summer of 1798,
where a stay of eighteen months in the mild
climate of Portugal, during which period
there was no recurrence of the spitting of
blood with which he had been affected, em-
boldened him to return to England, and for
a few years more resume the practice of” his
profession. Buthis health continued delicate
and precarious, and in the spring of the
year 1809 he fell a victim to a disease that
had hithérte escaped the observation of
medical men. Pitcairn, though he had ac-
uired great practical knowledge, and had
made many original observations upon the
history and treatment of diseases, never
published any thing himself; but the pe-
euliar and melancholy privilege was re-
served for him, to enlighten his profession
in the very act of dying.

On the thirteenth of April, he com-
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plained of a soreness in his throat; which,
however, he thought so lightly of, that
he continued his professi8nal visits during
that and the two following days. In the
night of the 15th his throat became worse,
in consequence of which he was copiously
bled, at his own desire, and had a large
blister applicd over his throat. On the
evening of the 16th Dr. Baillie called upon
him accidentally, not having been apprized
of his illnessy and, indeed, even then, ob-
served no symptom that indicated danger.
But the disease advanced in the course of
that nighg, and a number of leeches were
applied to the throat early in thg morning.
At cleven o’clogk in the forenoon, Dr.
Baillie again saw him. His counteniince
was now sunk, his pulse, feeble and un;
equal, his breathing labqrious, agd his voice
nearly gdhe. In this lamentaple state, he
wrote upon a piece+of paper, that he con-
ceived his windpipe to be the prmcnpa]
seat of his complamt and that tHis wds the
croup, * The tonsils were punctured, some
blood obtained, and a little relief appeared
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to have been derived from the operation.
Between four and five o’clock in the after-
noon his situatidn seemed considerably im-
proved ; but soon afterwards a slight drow-
siness came on. At eight, the patient’s
breathing became suddenly more difficult,
and in a few minutes he was dead. This was
the first casc of this peculiar affection of
the throat that has been distinctly recog-
nised and described. It was an inflamma-
tion of the larynx, or upper part of the
windpipe, of so insidions ‘a nature as hi-
therto to have passed tinnoticed.

Although approaching to the well-known
('on'lplaint,_("alled croup, it differs in some
respects, particularly by the presence of
the following symptoms : Fainful degluti-
fion, partial swelling of the fauces, and
a perpetually increasing difficulty of breath-
ing. T le mouth of the larynx, or aperture
.by which air is admitted into the lungs, is
so much narrowed, that the vitdl functions
are actually extinguished by the stricture.
And yet the apparent inflammation in the
throat is so inconsiderable, that upon a
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superficial observation, it would hardly be
noticed; but in its progress the voice is
changed, becomes altogether suppressed,
and the disease terminates in suffocation.
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CHAPTER V.

"TuE mother of Dr. Baillie was the sister
of Jehn Hunter, the celébrated anatomist
arid physiologist. From the university of
Glasgow, he went, ir, 1780, to Balliol Col-
lege, Ox;ord where he graduated, and set-
tied early in ‘London, upder the immediate
superintendence of his other « maternal
uticle, Dr. William Hunter. Following
the example of his distinguished relations,
he became himself a teacher of anatomy in
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1785; and he continuned to lecture for
nearly twenty years. In delivering his
lectures, he expressed hingself with great
clearness, and conveyed his information to
his pupils in the most simple and intelli-
gible language. For this talent he was
greatly indebted to the assiduous instruc-
tion of his uncle, who spared no pains in
cultivating in his young pupi] a habit of
ready and -exact explanation; and was ac-
customed to ¢each him in this manner:
“ Matthew, do ypu know any thing of to-
day’s lecture ?” demgnded Dr. Hunter of
his nephew. < Yes, sirs I hope I do.”
“ Well then, demonstrate to sme.” <1
will go and fetch the preparafion, sir.”
« Oh! no, Matthew, if you know the sub-
ject really, you wiil know it whether the
preparation be absent - or present » Drl
Hunter then stood with his back to the fire,
and his nephew demonstrated.® Thus was®
the youngestudent encouraged by appro-
bation and assistance, or immediately «one
victed 9f loose and inaccurate infotmation.
His work on morbid anatomy, published
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in 1793, was dedicated by him to his friend
Dr. David Pitcairn, as a testimony of high
esteem for his echaracter, and of gratitude
for many kind offices. The ‘splendid en.
gravings which were afterwards published
as illustrations of this work, were alike cre-
ditable to his own taste and liberality, and
to the state of the arts in this country.
When I nassed from the hands of Pit-
cairn into the possession of Dr. Baillie, I
ceased to be considered any longer as a
necessary appendage of the profession, and
consequently the opportunities I enjoyed
of seeing the world, or even of knowing
much abou. the state of physic, were very
greatly ahudtrcd and but of rare occur-
renee. '
* Once only was I introduced into a large
pmty It was on a Sunday cvening, when
I was taken to onc of the scientific meet-
‘ings, held at the house of Sir Joseph Banks
in Soho Square. How different from the
#ay conversaziones in Ormiond Street, in
the spacious library of Dr. Mead, filled with
splendid books, and ornamented with an-
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tiques of the most costly description! On
entering the house of Sir Joseph, I was
ushered up a sort of back staircase, and in-
troduced into two gloomy apartments, in
the farther corner of the first of which sat
the President of the Royal Society, wearing
the red riband of the Order of the Bath, in
a gouty chair. Here I was passed from one
to the other, and considereds rather as a
curious relic, than regarded, as I was wont
to be, as the support and ornament of the
faculty. My only consolation arose, as 1
was handed about,sfrom the observation,
which it was impossible 1ot to make, that
among the philosophers preseift, there was
a great propm‘tiorl of medical men, who ex-
amined me, as*may be supposed, with rhore
than ordinary interest. Among others, !
did not escape the kégn and gcrutinizing
eyc of a physician who then held the ofh('c
of Secretary to the Reyal bocwty, who carly
relinquish&d the practige of his professign
for other pur %mts, but whose nauhe istiden.

tified wlth the histor y of modern (hmmshv
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and will live as long as science shall be
cultivated.

From what has been stated of the condi-
tion to which I was now reduced, it will be
inferred, that it was chiefly from the posi-
tion which I occupied in the corner of the
room in which Df. Baillie received his
patients at home, that I became at all
acquainted with what was going on in me-
dicine.

My present was the veryercverse, in al-
most every particular, of wmy early master,
Dr. Radcliffe. In person, Dr. Baillie was
considerably beléw the middle size, with a
countenance rather plain than prepossess-
ing, a Scotch dialect, and blunt manncrs.
Thén his first address nothing could be
.l'ess impbsing; and yet, before he had been
in company with you for five minutes, he
would have convinced you that he was
‘one of the most sensible, clear-headed phy-
eicians you had ever listened to.

“ Friom his habit of publi¢ lecturing, he
had acquired two great advantageq ; Tirst,
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a minute and accurate knowledge of' the
structure of the human body, which was
before his time not often pogsessed, even by
the most emMent physicians ; and, Second,
the most perfect distinctness and excellent
arrangement, in what may be called the art
of statement. Tor this latter quality he was
very remarkable; and even when he was
compelled to relinquish lecturing (by which
he had acquired it), in consequence of the
growing extent of his practice, it continued
to be of daily advantage to him. In ex-
amining a patient, for, the purpose of learn-
ing the symptoms of the, complaint, the
questions He put were so few asto give an
impression of haste and carelessnes$ ; in con’
versing on the case with the physician whem
hie met in consultation, he was vety shore
and clear ; and it was not until the relations®
or friends ,of the patient were ‘admitted,
and he procecded to communicite to them *
the result qf the consulhtwn, that he ap-
peared to full advantage.  He then gaye a
short practical lectifre, not merely on the
symptoms of the patient, but on the discase
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generally, in which all that was known on
the subject was brought to bear on the in-
dividual case, an‘d in doing this, his utterance

vas s0 dcliberate, that it was easy to follow
him. His explanations were so concise,
that they always excited attention,and never
tired; and the simplicity of the language in
which they were conveyed, where all tech-
nical terms were studiously avoided, ren-
dered them perfectly intelligible.

It was a maxim with him, that the most
successful treatment of patients depended
upon the exertion of sagacity or good com-
mon sense, guided by a competent profes-
sional knawledge, and not by following
strictly the rules of practice laid down in
bogks, even by men of the greatest talents
and experience. ¢ It is very seldom,” was

"he used to say, “that discases arc found
pure aad’ unmixéd, as they are, commonly
described by authors ; and there is almost
an cndless varicty of constitutions. The
+tregtment must be adapted to this mixture
and variety, in order to be as suctessful as
circumstances will permit 5 and this allows
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of a very wide field for the exercise of good
common sense on the part of the physician.”

In his view of the case of a patient, he
selected the feading features of the subject,
and neglecting all minor details, he sys-
tematically abstained from touching upon
any thing ingenious, subtle, or far-fetched.
Hence, in the treatment of disease, he was
not fertile in expedients, but aimed at the
fulfilment of a few leading indications, by
the employmeyt of the simplest means 5 if
these failed, he was often at a loss what to
do next, and had not, the talent, for which
some are distinguished, of warying his pre-
scription dvery day, so as to eretain the
confidence and keep alive the expectation
of the patient. JBuf this peculiarity of miud,
which was perhaps a dcfect in the 'pmctic«’
of’ his profession, was a -guat ddmut‘mc to”
him in his gdiscourse, and 1ondcrcd Itim un-
rivalled as a lecturer., After wdtmg a pre-*
scription, he read it over w ith great care and
consideration, fof* tear of having ;,ommlttcd‘
a mistak® ' .
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During his latter years, when he had re-
tired from all but consultation practice, and
had ample timgto attend to each individual
case, he was very deliberate, tolerant, and
willing to listen to whatever was said to him
by the patient ; but when in the hurry of
great business, when his day’s work, as he
was used to say, amounted (o scventeeen
hours, he was sometimes rather irritable, and
betrayed a want of temper in hearing the
tiresome details of an unimportant story.
After listening, with torture, to a prosing
account from a lady, who ailed so little that
she was going te the opera that evening, he
had happily escaped from the room, when
he was urgently requested to step up stairs
agrin; it was to ask hiin whether, on her
qeturn from the opera, she might eat some

“oysters: “ Yes, Ma’am,” said Baillic,  shells
and alls” .

But I haVe few adventures to relate ; my
state of rctirement kept me in an almost
stota] igrorance of what wes passing in the
great world. It may therefore bé a fit op-
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portunity for me to pause a little, and re-
view, for a moment, the progress o’ medi-
cine for the last hundred gnd fifty years.
Sydenham died the very year I became
connected with the profession ; him, there-
fore, 1 never saw, but with his name and
merits I soon becamesabundantly familiar,
He has been usually styled the English
Hippocrates, and with reason, for thercis a
great resemblance between their characters.
Although they werce both theorists, and, on
many occasions; apparently founded their
practice upon their theories, yet they were
still more attentive to the observation of
facts, and®scldom permitted their specula-
tive views Lo interfere with their®treatment
of their patiegts.* In opposition to sthe
physicians of his time, Sydenham ‘directed
his first attention to the careful observation
of the phenomena of disease, ands chiefly
employed hypothesis as the nfere vchicle
by which he conveyed his ideas. His merit
has been justly* apprcciz’ltod by postca'it},'
hoth in Ris own country and aniong foreign-
crs 3 and his works continue to this day to.

M o
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be a standard authority, and are as much
esteemed after the lapse_of a centary and
a falf, as they werc immcdiately aficr
their publication. But his skill in physic
was not kis highest excellence, his whole
character was amiable, his chief view being
the benefit of mankind, and the chief mo-
tive of his actions.the will of Gdd. He was
'benévolg,ht, candid, and ‘°comn1unicativc,

* This bust of Sydenham isin the Censor’s Room.
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sincerec and religious ; qualities which it
were happy if they would copy from him,
who emulate his knowledégc and imitate his
methods.

Sydenham died at his house in Pall Mall,
on the 29th December, 1689, and was buried
in the aisle ncar thg south door of the
church of St. James, in Westminster.  But
the cpitaph that indicated the spot being
nearly obliterated, the College of Physicians
resolved at their gcnu.ﬂ quarterly meeting,
(comitia majdra ordinaria) held December
22, 1809, to ércct a mural monwnent as
near as possible to “he ]).lucc of interment,
within tlat church, to the mgmory of this
illustrious man, with the folloving inserip-
tion:

l’rupa hune Locum sepultus cet

Tuomas Sypeypam,
Medicus in omué Fivum nolilis.
Natus erat A. D, 1624, °
lent Amws 65.
l)elet1~. veteris eruklm Vestigiis,”
Ne Rei Memorth interiret,
(JToc Marmor poni jussit € u]l(-gf:lm
Regale Medicorum Londinense, X, D. 1810

Optime Merito!
a2
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Amongst the direct practical improve-
ments for which Society is indebted to Sy-
denham, is the employment of the cooling
treatment in small-pox.

“T sce no reason,” said he, *why the
patient should be kept stifled in bed, but
rather that he may risc and sit up a few
hours every day, provided the injuries arising
from the extremes of heat and cold be pre-
vented, both with respect to the place
wherein he lies, and his manner of clothing.”
But the prejudices and .mthouty of his con-
temporaries opposed the immediate intro-
duction of this ngtural method; though so
convinced was its judicious and Giscerning
author of its propriety, that he foretold, with
confidence, its ultimate universal employ-
ment — ootinebit demum me vitd functo.

The prediction has been completely ful-
tilled; for what Sydenham recommended, the
popularity aud more cxtensive practice of
Radcliffe soon introduced into gencral use,
and the trgatment has been anply sanctioned
by experience.  For, strange as-'it may
appear, notwithstanding the estimation in
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which the works of this great ornament
of physic have been always held, he made
no powerful impression himself upon the
gencral state of medicine, nor diverted in
any material degree the current of public
opinion from its former channel. The ma-
thematical physicians,”Who succeeded him,
invented new theories, more captivating
than any which had hitherto appeared, and
the full effect of the®*cxample of Sydenham
was for somg time lost in the seductive
influence of visienary speculation.

What Mead effecsed in the improvement
of medicjne, by contributing so materially
as he didein promoting the prhgtice of ip-
oculation, has been alrcady mentioned.

The mechanical systems which, for sbme
years afterwards, prevailed, were power[u]r)
assailed by the metaphyb.lcal theqry of Stahl,
revolution succceded to ww.)lutxon, olci
systems yielded to new doctrines, till the in-
ductive phflosophy gradually extended 1tsglf'
to the study of “he animal econanfy. ¥From
among, the various authors of these rival
systems, it is impossible not to select the
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name of Boerhaave, superior perhaps in
learning and information, and possessing
more judgment than any of them. He has
been compared to Galen, being endowed
with the same extensive range of knowledge
on all topics, directly or indirectly connect-
ed with medicine, the same desterity in
availing himself of the information of his
predecessors or contemporaries, and the
same felicity in mouldibg these separatc ma-
terials into one consistent and harmonious
whole. - '

From the time of Beerhaave to the pre-
sent periods a ‘great change has taken
place in the ’geucral character of the systems
of physic. Scholastic disputation has gra-
duahy been disregarded, anid the age of
lea arning has bccn succeeded by that of ob-
servation and experiment. No one will
deny that the result of this change has been
the improvement ef the practice of our art ;
hepce the rate of anortality has' decreased
ncu]_‘) ond third, within the Tast for ty years,
referable to the more temperate habits which
prevail almost uniformly through all orders
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of society, to the entire disappearance or
mitigated severity of many fatal discases,
and, above all, to the subgtitution of Pacei-
nation for the small-pox.

By the last mentioned discovery the
beauty of the human race has been greatly
improved, and the vestiges of the small-
pox have becn almost driven away; for to
see in our churches, our theatres, or in any
other large assemblage of people, a young
person bearipg the marks of that disease
is now of very rare occurrence, And if
this be true in England, where every free-
born Englishman valuesdimself chiefly on
the unquestioned liberty of doing what is
foolish and wrong, without the dread of the
least control,. it *is still more so in sther
countries of Europe. With us, crowds®of
the poor go unvaccmated permitted not
only to dmbibe the small-pox themselves,.
but to be at large, scattering the poison &n
those whem they chance to meet."Whereas
abroad, in mest of the other parts of Fu-
rope,.\’accination has been ordered by go-*
vernment ; no one who has not undergone
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cither cow-pox or small-pox being allowed
either to be confirmed, put to school, ap-
prenticed, or mar'x:icd.

Before the introduction of inoculation,
small-pox killed one out of four of those
whom it attacked ; that method changed it
into a disease by which onc only out of
several hundreds perished. Vaccination, by
the excitement of a very trifling disorder,
imparted a charmed life, over which the
small-pox gencrally seemed to have no in-
fluence ; for its protecting ; power must be
qualified. It is foolish to deny that the
pretensions of this great discovery were,
in the cnthvsiasm of the momepit, some-
what overrated ; but, after more than
twenty years’ expericncé, this consoling
truth seetns finally to be firmly established,
that the numbcr of. those who take the
small-pox ‘after vaccination, and pass
through a safe and harmless discasc, is not
greater than the number of those, who used
te dig undqJ moculatlon, namely, one in
three hundred. ' ‘

But I must return from this short digres-
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sion, to speak of the benefits conferred by
Dr. Baillic on his profession, and particularly
of his donation to the collgge, of which he
was so dlstmgulshed an ornament.

“In 1819 he presentced to that body his en-
tirc collection of anatomical preparations,
by far the greater ntmber of which had
been made by his own hands, and from which
he had chiefly selected the splendid engrav-
ings that illustrated bis work on Anatomy.

He lived onlyfour years afterthis donation,
when his health gradually gave way, and
though a hope wasq entertained, that the
failure of his strength might be ascribed to
the fatigm.a of business,and thaf etirement
would afford him relief, he sensibly and ra-
pidly sunk, and died beforc he had c'bm-
pleted his sixty-third year.

His bust is placed inthe College of l’hy
sicians, and the P1es1dcnt on the 22d De-
ccmber, 1823, having atmounzed the bc-.
quests comtained in hig will, cousisting,
amongst othersy'of his library, read the fol”
lowing.o'bservations' on the medical charac-
ter of his departed friend and colleague. .
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« The same principles which guided Dr.
Batlie in his private and demestic life, go-
verned his public and professional behavi-
our. He was Ringl, gencrous, and sincere.
His purse and his personal services were
"always at tlie copmand of those who could
prefer a proper claim to them 3 and every
‘pranch of the profession ‘met with equal
attention. Nay, such was his condescen-

* In the Censor’s Room.
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sion, that he often incurred great inconve-
nicnce to himself, by his punctual obser-
vance of appointments with the humblest
practitionersy

<« In consultation, he was candid and li-
beral in the highest dcgree and so indus-
triously gave credit to the previous treat-
ment of the patient (if he could approve of’
it), that the physician who ealled him in
never failed to find hfinself in the same pos-
session of thesgood opinion of the family as
he was before thee circumstances of the case
had made a consultation nccessary.

« His gpanner of explalning the discase,
and the rémedies lecommcndca,was pecit-
liar to himself, apd singularly happy. Tt
was a short cbmpl essed lecture, jn wfuch
the objects in view, and the,means by “]]l(‘ll
they were to be obtaingd, were developed
with great clearness of concep.tlon, and iy
such simple unadorrred language as, was in-
telligible tb h1s .paticnt, and satisfactoryato
his co]lcague. .

« Bmee his time, it was not usual for

physician to do much more than prescribe
. ’
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remedics for the malady, and to encourage
the patient by such arguments of consola-
tion as might present themselves to humane
and cultivated minds. But as, the assumed
gravity and outward signs of the profession
were now considered obsolete customs, and
were, by general consent, laid aside by the
physicians, and as a more curious anxiety
began to be- observed on the part of the
patient to learn every'thing connected with
his complaint, arising naturally from the im-
proved stateof general knowledge, a different
conduct became necessury in the sick room.
The innovation réquired by the spirit of mo-
dern timey never could have been adopted
by any one morc fitted by nature and in-
clivihtion_to carry it into effeet than by Dr.
Haillie. )

“ The attention which he had paid to
morbid anatomy (that alteration of structure,
which parts have undergone by discase),
enabled him to make a nice discrimination
in s§mptoms, and to distidguish between
disorders which resemble cach other. It
gave him a confidence also in propounding
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his opinions, which our conjectural art does
not readilyadmit; and the reputation, which
he enjoyed universally fog openness and
sincerity, nfade his dicta be received with
a ready and\unresisting faith.

“Ilc appearcd to lay a great stress upon
the information which he might derive from
the external examination of his patient, and
to be much influenced in the, formation of’
his opinion of the nagure of the complaint
by this practice.  1le had originally adopted
this habit from, the peculiar tugn of his
carly studics; and gssuredly sech a me-
thod, not indiscriminately but judiciously
employedas e employed it, it a valuable
auxiliary to the other ordinary means used
by a physiciaa of bbtammg the knowledlge
of a discase submitted to him. But it l's
cqually true that, notwnth.staud‘n«r its air
of mechanjcal precision, *such ex‘umnatlon
is not to be depended upgn beyoq(.l a cers
tain point.s Great disordered action may
prevail in a part without havingeyet gro-*
duced stich disorganization as ma¥ be sen-
sibly felt: and to doubt of the existence,
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of a disease because it is not discoverable
by the touch, is not only unphilosophical,
but must surely, in many instances, lead to
unfounded and crroneous conckusions. One
of the inevitable conscquences of such
a system is frequent disappointment in
foretelling the issuz of the malady, that
most important of all points to the reputa-
tion of a physician ; and though such a
mode of investigatign might prove emi-
nently successful in the skilful hands of
Dr. Baillie, it must be allovw‘ed to be an ex-
ample of dangerous tendency to those who
have not had his means of acquiring know-
ledge, nor enjoyed the advantages of his
great experience, nor have learned, by the
pravious steps of education snd good dis-
dipline, Yo reason and judge correctly. The
quickness witli which a physician of" keen
perception and great practice makes up his
“mind on the nature of .a disease, and the
pl.m of treatment to be employed, differs
<as widely as possible tromicthe inconsider-
ate haste which marks the decisions of the
rash-and the uninformed.
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“ Dr. Baillie acquired business early by
the credit of his book on Morbid Anatomy.
From the date of its first publication in
1793, its Materials must have been fur-
nished prilRipa]ly by a careful inspection
of the diseased preparations collected in the
museum of his unclep Dr. Hunter. But it

opened a new and most productive ficld of

curious knowledge and interesting research
in physic; and whep he came to add, in
the subsequent editions which were re-
quired, an ac::ount of the symptoms which
accompany the progr essive altegation made
in the natural structure jof parts by some
discases during the life of the patlcnt from
his own obscrvation and explrience, he
rendered higwork lughly valuable, andaumi-
versally popular. Impressed as he*was with
the great mnpont‘ulco-cmd valye of such
morbid pyeparations in asshtmn the physi-
cian to discriminatg obscure ternal dist
eases, his gencrosity plompted ]nm, aftu
the example of* the immortal Ilmvey, t8
give, it his lifetime, his own (ol'lu,tlun to
the College of Physicians. He has thuy
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laid the foundation of a treasury of know-
ledge, for which posterity will owe him
a debt of gratitude to the latest period.

“ He published from time fo time se-

veral medical papers in the Tréansactions of
the College, and in other periodical works;
all written in a pliin and simple style,
and useful as containing the observations
of a physician of such extensive experi-
ence. - :
“ But justice cannot be done to Dr.
Baillie’s wedical character, unless that
important *caturce in it which appeared
in every part of bis conduct and demean-
our, his religious principle, be istinctly
stated and recognised. His ample converse
witly - ne of the most wonderful works of
tlic Creator—the formation of man, in-
spired in him an adwiration of the Supreme
Being which unothing could exceed. He
had, indeed; “ looked, through Nature up
to Nature’s God ;” and the prowises of the
ospel, on the conditions explained by our
Redeemel, were his humble but cbnfident
hope in life, and his consolation in death.
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« If one precept appeared to be more
practically approved by him than another,
it was that which directs us to do unto
others as we would have them do unto us;
and this whe felt and acknowledged daily
by all his professional brethren in their in-
tercourse with him.

¢ On the whole, we may say of him,
what Tacitus does of Agricola— Bonum vi-
rum facile crederes ; magnunt libenter.”

The setkiments of the College itself to-
wards Dr. Dmillie may be collected from
the following tffibute to his megrory, which
was ordered to be Mserted in their Annals
on the 3¢th September, fSQS.‘

¢ That ur pasterity may know *he ex-
tent of its bbllgatlon to the henefactor
whose death we all deplore, be it recordad,
that Dr. Baiilie gave thg whol@ of his most
valuable” collectipn of anatomical prepa-
rations to the College,*and six™hundred
pounds for the preservation of the same;
and this," too, after the exefmple of the-
illustrious Harvey, in his lifetime. His con-
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- temporaries need not an churpgration of his
meny virtues to account fos their respect-
fui attaclnnult to him whilst he lived, or to
Justify the profomm griet which ghey fecl
av his death But to the rising gene-
ration of physxcmnb, it may be,useful to
Lold up for an example his remarkable

v <

* Portico of t]le College o‘f Physicians, Pall-Mall East.
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simplicity of heart, his strict and clear in-
tegrity, his generosity, and that religious
principle by which his conduct seemed al-
ways to be governed, as well calculated to
secure to 4Qem the respect and good-will
of their colleagues and the profession at
large, and the high gstimation and  confi-
dence of the public.”” °

But I Nave dond It has already been
explained how I came to occupy my present
position ; and Raving once passed under the
splendid portico ofethe New (,Gllegc, Iam
afraid therc is no chance of my ever
cmerging® from the dark recess T occupy in
its library., : '

e
T1 ENT,
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